
Dear Parents/Caregivers 

Last weekend we held our annual Open Day for prospective students and their families.  Once again it was a fantastic day. 
Our current students were the stars of the day guiding visitors around the school, working in curricular areas and explaining 
what happens in each area. 

The feedback on the day and on our students in particular was fantastic.  One person wrote this on our Facebook page:  

“What an amazing and enthusiastic group of students we met today.  They answered questions, 
showed their individuality, entertained and educated and enthused us, and best of all showed 
themselves to be the sort of people we want our sons to spend time with.  Thank you.” 

If you have family or friends with children in Year 8, please remind them enrolments are due now.  In-zone enrolments are 
due by 21 August; out-of-zone enrolments close 2 September 2015. 

During the open day we were able to have the modernised Seagar (Maths) Block open for people to see.  I am delighted with 
the modifications that have transformed the area, creating a much more modern and flexible learning area for our students. 

In two weeks we have our Senior Group Conference Day.  During the day there will be no classes and all students will work at 
home.  (The library is available for students where parents are unable to arrange suitable supervision.) 

All senior students and their parents will have an extended interview with their tutor teacher to discuss their progress this 
year, support that may be needed and the next steps to ensure a successful outcome for the year. 

We have timed the conferences to be 3 weeks before the senior exams, time for the support/strategies to make a difference 
at exam time. 

Junior students will not have interviews through the day but will have work set from each of their teachers that is expected 
to be done and submitted electronically before the end of the day.  If students don’t have access to the internet at home, 
they will need to use the local library or the school library. 
 
Important dates that are coming up: Tuesday  11 August Music Ensemble – 7.00pm - Hall 
 Wednesday  12  Talanoa Evening – 6.00pm - Library 
 Friday  14  Senior reports available 
 Tuesday  18  Group Conference Day (See below for how to make a booking) 

Michael Williams 
Principal 
 
 
SENIOR GROUP CONFERENCES – TUESDAY 18 AUGUST 
Bookings are now open for parents and caregivers of year 11-13 students to make appointments for 20 minute group 
conferences with your student and their tutor teacher. This follows on from the goal-setting group conferences held in 
February and will look at progress and re-evaluate goals for the remainder of this year. Tutors are available between 8:15am 
and 4:30pm.  You can select your 20 minute appointment throughout the day that is convenient for you.  

How do I book my conference?  

Bookings are now live and can be made for Tuesday 18 August.  We are using the online booking system that we normally 

use for parent teacher interviews;  

1. Go to http://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz 

2. Enter the event code: MK4MY   

3. Enter your details 

4. From the drop down “Teacher” menu select your child’s tutor group and tutor 

5. Select the time slot that you would like 

6. Click “Go” to confirm  

We want all parents/caregivers to attend the conference; it is a really important meeting. If for any reason you are unable 
to attend, then we would like a significant adult to attend with your son/daughter. This could be an aunt or uncle, a 
grandparent or a family friend. 
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NZQA FEES 
The deadline for payment of NZQA fees is 21 August 2015 – the school will not accept any payments after this date.  Please 
note that any late payments made directly to NZQA (Wellington) after 11 September will incur an additional late fee of $50.   
 

 

SENIOR INTERIM PROGRESS REPORTS (IPRS) FOR YEAR 11-13 STUDENTS 

These will be available on the Moodle parent portal next Friday 14 August.  Use the log-on information for parents that you 
have been emailed with each NCEA credit update. Parents and caregivers will find it helpful to have accessed reports and 
discussed them with students before the Senior Group Conferences on Tuesday 18 August. 

Junior progress reports will be issued on Friday 28 August. 

 
 

 
DO WE HAVE YOUR CORRECT DETAILS? 
If you have changed your address, phone/mobile phone number or email address since your son/daughter first enrolled at 
the college and you have not informed us could you please forward new details along with student’s name to 
jjacques@pakuranga.school.nz  
It is important that the college has your details correct.  
 

 
 
THAI PRINCIPALS VISIT PAKURANGA COLLEGE  
Pakuranga College has signed an agreement to accept international 
students from  NAWAMINTHARACHINUTHIT BODINDECHA SCHOOL 
Bangkok, Thailand.  
The Principal and Vice Principals visited us on Tuesday and were very 
impressed with the school and our students.  We expect to welcome 
our first international students from the school next year.    
 
 
 
 

 
 
TALANOA EVENING  
Attention all students of Pakuranga College, Parents and Teachers, 

TALANOA EVENING - WEDNESDAY 12 AUGUST – 6.00PM – LIBRARY  

Now before you stop reading and assume that this is useless and has nothing to do with you, keep reading and you will find 
out that this Talanoa evening will be different.    

At 5.00pm students will be able to partake in some sport as well as having something to eat - (food will be provided).  At 
6.00pm our Talanoa Evening will start.  Special guests joining us for this evening are Patrick Mose - Pacific Liaison from Uni 
Tech who carries a very inspirational story with him that will have everyone in tears, Joseph Iosefo - well known for his 
speech ‘Brown Brother’ and Pakuanga College’s own Mrs Hewetson, who will be speaking to us about scholarships and how 
to prepare for them from Year 9.  This involves not only senior students who are thinking of attending university, but junior 
students who plan to attend University in the future.  

The Talanoa evening is going to be jam packed full of different guests and performances, I suggest you don’t miss out - come,  
join in the fun. 
 

SPCA CUP CAKE DAY 
Monday 24 August – Drama Room - Interval 
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All are welcome to come and hear the Concert Band, Chamber Orchestra, Jazz Band, Symphonic Band, Gaudeamus Choir 
and Manu Pasifika Choir in 100 minutes of music.  The groups are preparing hard for the upcoming KBB Festival and would 
love YOU as an audience. 
 
 
THE UNIVERSITY OF OTAGO JUNIOR MATHEMATICS COMPETITION 
In March a number of students in Years 9 to 11 competed in the Junior Mathematics Competition which attracts about 
10,000 competitors from 250 schools around New Zealand. 
Congratulations to the following students for their results. 

Year 11 Samuel Chen was placed second overall out of all year 11 students in New Zealand.    An outstanding result!   

Year 10 Top 100 Winnie Wen 
 Top 200 Yatai Tian,  Arielle Shum 
 Merit Ricky Huang,  Cuong Tran 

Year   9 Top 30 Songyan Teng,  Matthew Creahan 
 Top 200 Max Chen 
 Merit Iris Dao,  Hannah Tong-Ho,  Tayla Webb,  Jasmine Gill,  Eric Zhang,  Sue Lynn Leong 
 
 
BRING IT ON FUNDRAISER 2015 
On Friday 24 July, the dance crew entering the ‘Bring It 
On’ Hip Hop Competition performed a variation of 
dances. The event was well attended and the group 
raised $250 which will contribute towards their travel 
expenses to the ‘Bring It On’ Hip-Hop Dance Competition 
on Saturday 5 September at the Telstra Clear Pacific 
stadium in Manukau. 
 

JOHNNY BRIGHT DELIVERS COMMEDIA DELL'ARTE 
Johnny Bright shared the Commedia dell’arte theatre form through a workshop and performance with Year 10 students. They 
participated in developing the Commedia dell’arte techniques individually and in small groups. 
Commedia dell'arte (Italian pronunciation: [komˈmɛːdja delˈlarte]) is characterised by various masked "types" which 
originated in Italy in the 16th Century.  This theatre form was responsible for the introduction period of actors improvised 
performances based on sketches or scenarios. The students thoroughly enjoyed it and benefitted hugely from Johnny’s 
teachings.  His presence gave them courage to perform and promoted exaggerated characterisations.  Follow this link to part 
of the performance https://vimeo.com/135626341 
 

STORY TELLER ANDY WRIGHT  SCARES ART STUDENTS OUT OF THEIR SEATS! 
Andy Wright from the Nexus Arts ‘painted pictures with words’ for Year 10 drama and 
dance classes on Wednesday 5 August.  His skill as a story teller originated within his 
family as his mother, grandmother and great-grandmother were all blind.  The 
tradition of oral storytelling was strong as the availability of braille books was very 
limited with only 5 in 100 being made.  Andy proceeded to tell a 2,000 year old story of 
intrigue and gore which had the students laughing, shrinking and all ears.  With no 
tools but his emotive expression, humor and scant physical moves, his shrieks, voice 

variations and narrative style exposed the students to the power of storytelling.  The folk story had a reference in 
Shakespeare’s ‘Much Ado about Nothing’ and is known today across Europe under various titles, but to us it is known as the 
‘Eighth Bride’.  His second presentation was an autobiographical tall tale ‘Grandpa’s knees’ and was told with just as much 
enthusiasm.  He encouraged the students to discover their own stories and celebrate their own culture through storytelling. 
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SPORTS NEWS 
Basketball 
Our basketball teams have had another successful season, with 3 of our senior teams qualifying for the Greater Auckland 
Basketball Championships.   
After the pool stages and round robin matches, the Open Boys, coached by Josiah Maama, have placed 1st in the Counties 
Manukau Open Division 1 competition winning all their matches and beating Macleans 61 – 47 in their last round.  
The Open Girls, coached by Sione Maama, have placed 2nd to McAuley in the Open Girls competition.  
The Open Boys and Girls will be competing at the Greater Auckland Championships at North Shore Events Centre on 18 
August. 
The U17A Boys Basketball team, coached by Nick Mailau, have gone through their season unbeaten and are playing off vs St 
Kent’s A in the final. They will be competing at the Greater Auckland Championships at Otara Leisure Centre on 20 August. 
 

Football 
Our 1

st
 XI Boys Football Team, coached by Simon Tyndel, have won the A2 competition. They have achieved this with 3 games 

left in the season, but are so far ahead at this stage that the results are academic. The boys have gone 11 games unbeaten in 
A2, and are deserving champions. Congratulations to the team. 
 

Rugby 
Our 1st XV Boys, coached by Darren Jardine, take on Edgewater College in the 1B Plate competition at Bell Park on Friday, 7 
August at 6.45pm. The boys have earned a home semi-final and are working hard towards bringing home the 1B Plate title.   
 

Hockey 
Our 1st XI Girls, coached by Allistair Williamson, are playing in the Auckland Open A/B Grade and are currently top of their 
grade after a hard fought 2-1 win over Botany Downs 1st XI. Our U15 Boys Team, coached by Ben Dowdle, have qualified for 
and are playing in the U15 A grade which is the highest level of competition for this age group. The boys are very competitive 
in this competition. 
 
 
 


