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Tonight is a chance to reflect on the year, to acknowledge the work that everyone has done, to 

congratulate those who have achieved great success and to acknowledge and thank those who have 

made that success possible.   

 

Even after all these years, our students continue surprise me and amaze me with the success they 

achieve in whatever they turn their hand to.  

 

Academically we continue to achieve very good results in NCEA, Scholarship and for a few stage one 

university papers. But as you know, for me, that’s not enough. It’s about applying that learning in 

different contexts and stretching ourselves in areas that can’t be measured with exams and 

assessments. 

 

That’s why we encourage our students to involve themselves in an increasingly vast array of academic 

activities, and sure enough they achieve great results.  

From competitions in Language, Debating, Biology, Geography, Music, Science and Mathematics to 

the Young Enterprise, Game Development (top School in New Zealand by the way), 48 Hr film festival, 

Art exhibition, Dance, and drama.  The list just goes on.   

 

Success in all of these activities underlines how diverse our curriculum is, how much we seek out 

authentic learning experience. It’s a pity the government doesn’t recognize or understand what 

quality curriculum looks like, let alone fund it.  

 



In culture and the Arts we had another busy year.  The school production, Guys and Dolls was 

extremely popular and great fun.  Stage Challenge, Dance showcase, Music evenings, KBB music, Art 

exhibition, Arts week  and Culture Night were all great successes and again highlighted the amazing 

talents of our students. A new initiative was Art in the dark great fun and some brilliant photography.   

On the sporting front we have continued to perform at the top level in a wide range of codes. Right 

across the sports spectrum it was a fantastic year with large numbers of students involved and great 

results,  

The highlights for me continue to be: 

• The continued strength and breadth of the programme.  Particularly impressive at a time when 

most other schools are seeing their programs shrink.                    

And secondly: 

• The number of Senior and former students coaching and managing teams. This really is one of the 

strengths of our programme and comes back to the culture we have within the college. 

 

While I try to avoid singling out anyone person or team the Boys’ Hockey, Baseball and our Swimming 

team – all had an amazing year and deserve a mention. 

As does actually having an Athletics Day! After being rained out two years in a row it was a relief to 

have it go ahead this year. It is a really important whole school event, where we build house and school 

spirit. 

 

At the Sports Awards evening it was a pleasure to be able to acknowledge so many students achieving 

outstanding success, representing the college, the region and New Zealand. 

The achievements of our elite sports men and women are outstanding, too many to detail here but I 

do want to acknowledge the achievements of Skye Bowden, Phoebe Harris, Josiah Karapani and Tyron 

Henry.  So many phenomenal athletes who I am sure we will hear a lot more about in the years to 

come. 



 

While all of these successes, in the Arts, sport and academically are great, and as important as it is 

that we celebrate them,  it’s the foundation they are built on that is the real highlight.   

 

That foundation is the amazing student centered, learning focused and caring culture within the school 

that is bought to life and sustained by the talented and hardworking staff that we are so fortunate to 

have. 

 

I promised myself that this year I would keep my speech short and not get onto one of my soap boxes. 

But there are a few things that I would like to share. 

On the property development front we have made some progress, the new car park is finished, as is 

the upgrade of the science labs in Rive Block along with the huge shelter area and deck between Rive 

and N Block. It has worked out better than I hoped for, providing a break out area for the classroom 

around it and a covered area for students in the breaks. 

 

Work on the new building is moving at the Ministries glacial pace, but we are making progress 

hopefully out to tender before the end of the year and starting work in February 2020 for completion 

in Feb 2021. The construction phase will create some challenges as we lose some classrooms and have 

to relocate the Pegasus unit for the year. We will also lose the carpark by the astro turf, putting 

pressure back on parking, thankfully the new carpark is finished. Once the building is completed, we 

will then loose another 8 Prefab class rooms as we start to open up the site.     

On the political front there is considerable uncertainty, while the changes to NCEA have been 

announced, there is real concern about how it will work.  The work load on teachers and the impact 

on some of our less academic students remain as big concerns going forward 

 



The Tomorrows schools review which has the potential to radically change the way schools are 

governed has been sitting with the minister for quite some time, and we await his decision,      to move 

forward and address some of the systemic flaws in New Zealand  education  or a back flip like the 

NCEA changes because some see it as eroding their privileged position. 

 

More recently the governments Donations Bill.  It will cause some problems.  

 

On the surface it is a fairly straightforward idea: give schools more money and they don’t ask for a 

general donation at the start of the year.  Simple and, if that’s all it was, a good idea.  For us, we will 

get about the same amount of money but from the government not the parents. 

 

The problem is the fine print and the government’s delusional belief that education is free. No one, 

not even schools in the poorest communities thinks that the free government funded education is 

acceptable and everyone looks for additional funding from the wider community whether its Pub 

charities, philanthropic organizations or parents. Every school thinks their students deserve better 

than the budget education the government funds. 

 

At Pakuranga College the government funds less than half of our operating budget!  The rest comes 

from International Students, Partnerships and parent contributions. 

 

The following are just some of the facilities and resourcing funded by local funding ( non-government 

funding) over the last few years: 

• This  gymnasium/auditorium 

• The new shelter areas and decks 

• The field upgrade (drainage and irrigation) 

• The new carpark 



• The AstroTurf 

• The IT network also needs a significant injection of local funds annually to ensure it is one of the 

best in New Zealand 

• A school psychologist 

• The youth workers and extra counsellors 

 

And most importantly paying for extra teachers and subsidising the cost of sport, arts, culture, trips 

and activities. 

 

We think our students deserve better than the very basic government funded education and facilities, 

but to continue to provide this we will need support from our parents. 

 

Moving forward we will be very clear as to what component of the education experiences the 

government funds and which ones are the optional extras that parents will need to pay for.  

To enable us to continue to provide the facilities and learning experiences our students deserve we 

need the support of the community, so next year we will be launching the Pakuranga College 

Foundation.  This will be a charitable trust set up to enable the community to continue to support the 

work of the school in providing the facilities and learning experience your children deserve. 

 

We look forward to your support to enable us to continue our work. 

 

Bringing our focus back to here and now, and the reason we are here tonight –to celebrate the 

achievements of our students. 

 

We congratulate our prize winners, you fully deserve the praise and acknowledgement you receive 

tonight. We know that the results you have achieved are no accident; to achieve at this level you have 



continually strived for your best.  I acknowledge and applaud your commitment to excellence – you 

exemplify our motto “Reach for the Skies”. Congratulations to each and every one of you.  

 

I also want to acknowledge our student leaders, the Leaders of the various student councils, the house 

leaders, peer support leaders, leaders of cultural, dance and music groups and the coaches of 

numerous sports teams; you have all led your teams well and your leadership has had an extremely 

positive influence on the Pakuranga College community. We thank you for your work and the influence 

you have had. 

 

In particular, I want to thank our Head students, Sue Lynn, Erin, Sam and Elimeleki.  Being a head 

student is a challenging role but you can be proud of the job you have done.  

 

Year 13’s, your secondary school journey is coming to an end and your focus is shifting to the next 

exciting chapter in your life.   Each and every one of you has contributed in your own way to the 

college, we thank you for getting involved, making a difference and for the partnership we have shared 

over the last 5 years.   We wish you all the best in the next step in your journey.  But don’t forget the 

partnership doesn’t stop here, we would love to see you back here next year helping the next 

generation as tutors, sports coaches and managers. 

  

Year 12, you have achieved a great deal and contributed a significant amount already. As Year 13 

students next year you carry a lot of responsibility for setting tone and expectations.  

I am really looking forward to seeing you take another step up, for many of you it will be the year 

that defines you. 

 

I would like to take the opportunity to publicly thank our support staff for the many hours they have 

put into making this year so successful – while their work is usually behind the scenes ensuring 



everything works smoothly, I want to shine the spotlight on their work and thank them for all that 

they do for the college and our students.   

 

On behalf of all of us I would like to thank Mrs Troughear and the Board of Trustees for stepping up to 

the challenge. Thank you for the work you do in providing direction and for your support for the staff; 

we appreciate your commitment to the college. 

To the Heads of Faculty and the senior leadership team, I would also like to acknowledge the work 

you have done.  It is your drive and commitment that continues to move this school forward, ensuring 

that we are at the leading edge of so many initiatives. 

 

This brings me to the real hero’s, the teaching staff, and thank you for another great year.  I think you 

do a tremendous job and I commend you on the way you continue to embrace professional learning 

and your commitment to the student centered, learning focused, caring culture in our college.  It is 

through your attitude and hard work that we continue to be a leader in education. 

 

And finally, to our parents, thank you for your support, your willingness to be a true partner in your 

child’s education, to come to meetings and events, for helping coach so many of our teams. We have 

truly enjoyed our partnership with you. 

 

 It is through the collective efforts of everyone that we make Pakuranga College such as successful, 

dynamic learning community. Once again thank you to everyone for your contribution in making 

Pakuranga College such an exceptional forward-thinking, future-focused learning community.   

 

 


