
YEAR 9 SUBJECT DESCRIPTIONS 2021 
 

LANGUAGES 

Students must choose two languages. 
All students benefit from learning another language.  Language learning broadens students’ general language abilities 
and brings their own language into sharper focus.  Learning languages enriches them intellectually, socially and 
culturally.  Being bilingual or multilingual makes any qualification students attain more useful. 

 

MĀORI  (9MAO) KIA ORA! 

New Zealand officially recognises two spoken languages; Māori and English.  Learning Māori will give you an insight 
into New Zealand’s rich cultural heritage.  Learn to speak and practise speaking Māori in class.  Learn about the 
customs, songs, games and history of the Māori.  Kati mo tenei wa (That is all for now).   
 

CHINESE (MANDARIN)  (9CHI) NI HAO! 

Year 9 Chinese    
Students learn enough Chinese to have a conversation with someone or to introduce themselves in an e-mail. By the 
end of the semester they can communicate about themselves, their family, hobbies and interests, pets, likes and 
dislikes; express opinions and use fixed expressions.  They also learn a great deal about Chinese -speaking countries, 
Chinese culture, festivals, food and music. 
 

GERMAN  (9GER) GUTEN TAG! 

Year 9 German    
Students learn enough German to have a conversation with someone or to introduce themselves in an e-mail. By the 
end of the semester they can communicate about themselves, their family, hobbies and interests, pets, likes and 
dislikes; express opinions and use fixed expressions.  They also learn a great deal about German-speaking countries, 
German culture, festivals, food and music. 
 

JAPANESE (9JAP)  KONNICHIWA! 

Year 9 Japanese      
Japanese is a particularly significant language for New Zealand because of the important economic and cultural ties 
this country is developing with Japan.  Students learn to give personal details, talk about themselves, demonstrate 
knowledge of everyday life in Japanese schools, follow basic cultural conventions that operate when meeting 
Japanese people, and demonstrate knowledge about Japan.  They also learn to write using hiragana and some kanji. 
 

SPANISH (9SPA)  HOLA! 

Year 9 Spanish 
Students learn enough Spanish to have a conversation with someone or to introduce themselves in an e-mail. By the 
end of the semester they can communicate about themselves, their family, hobbies and interests, pets, likes and 
dislikes; express opinions and use fixed expressions.  They also learn a great deal about Spanish-speaking countries, 
Spanish culture, festivals, food and music. 
 
 

THE ARTS 

In The Arts students learn to work both independently and collaboratively.  They learn to connect thinking, 
imagination, senses and feeling, and to view their world from new perspectives. 
Students choose two arts subjects from the following. 
 

DANCE (9DAN)  

Dance is expressive movement that has intent, purpose and form. Through engaging in dance education students 
discover how to integrate moving, thinking and feeling.  Students will learn to explore and describe how dance is used 
for different purposes in a variety of cultures and contexts.  They will develop movement skills and combine and 
contrast the dance elements to express images, ideas and feelings.  Students will prepare and present dance to an 
audience. 



DRAMA (9DRA) 

Drama is the expression of ideas, feelings and human experience through the realisation of role and the use of 
movement, sound and visual images.  By engaging in drama education, students discover how to link imagination, 
thoughts and feelings with drama practices and histories. 
Students will learn to investigate the functions and purposes of drama in cultural, historical and technological 
contexts.  They will apply elements, techniques and relevant technologies to develop practice and present drama to 
an audience. 
 

MUSIC GENERAL (9MUS) 

This course is ideal for students with a general interest in music and who want to experience performing practical 
music in addition to some academic learning.   
Students will learn to perform skills with piano and other instruments, read and write music and appreciate 
important concepts from the history of music.  Students may progress into Year 10 Music and beyond for NCEA 
providing they take formal instrumental lessons throughout Year 9. 
 

MUSIC WIND BAND (9MUB) 

This highly practical course is designed for both beginners and experienced musicians.  Students will learn to play a 
wind instrument, read music notation and prepare and perform musical items.  Instrumental tuition is available at 
school and instruments are for hire at $69.00 for six months.  The class meets daily for one term to practise in a 
wind band ensemble, then give a concert.  Students may progress into year 10 Music and beyond for NCEA.  Choose 
from flute, clarinet, oboe, saxophone, trumpet, french horn or tuba. 
 

VISUAL ART (9VRT) 

This is a practical course designed to introduce students to a wide range of art.  This will include drawing, painting, 
sculpture, clay work and some design briefs.  Students will develop confidence and skills with different artistic 
methods and techniques when completing two and three dimensional art projects.  
 
 

TECHNOLOGY 

TECHNOLOGY (9TEC) 

TEXTILES TECHNOLOGY (TFA) –  
This course covers a wide variety of practical and theory aspects which includes the designing and developing of a 
personalised item using soft materials. This will include research and experimentation of a range of techniques 
and experiences in how to sew and paint on textiles, and then how to use these skills as an opportunity to create 
their outcome. 
 

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES (9COM) 

Students follow a design and development process to produce a computer game.  In the process of making this 
game, students develop their ability to think computationally.  This involves decomposing complex problems into 
simpler modules and combining different components and techniques to create their outcome.  This course is 
designed to be an introduction to programming and digital outcome development. 
 

DESIGN AND VISUAL COMMUNICATION (9DVC)  

This course involves students producing solutions to design problems. They will develop freehand sketching skills 
that will enable them to develop and communicate design ideas.  This will be done through the production of final 
formal drawings or illustrative of their outcomes.  This will also help with their visual realisation of everything 
around them and how they can communicate ideas through graphic means. 
 

PRODUCT DESIGN (9PDT) 

Students will research, design and construct a simple wood or metal-based project within a cultural or 
environmental context.  Throughout the half semester they will acquire practical workshop skills in measuring, 
marking out, cutting, shaping, sanding, assembling and surface finishing. 


