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Welcome to our distinguished guests, parents, staff and students. 
 
Thank you for joining us this evening as we celebrate the achievements of our Year 13 students and indeed all that 
they have achieved over the last 5 years. 
 
The Principal’s address is my chance to share with you my reflections on the year, to congratulate those who have 
achieved great success and to acknowledge and thank those who have made that success possible. 
   
While it is clearly impossible to try and acknowledge all of the out-standing performances of the year, I cannot let 
the opportunity pass without acknowledging the breadth of success our students have enjoyed. 
 
Academically our students continue to achieve outstanding results in both NCEA and Scholarship. Year on year our 
NCEA pass rates continue to increase. I look forward confidently to getting the 2015 results. 
 
Importantly, the academic success doesn’t stop will the NCEA assessments.  Our students have also involved 
themselves in an increasingly vast array of academic activities with great results in a range of competitions from 
Language, Debating, Biology, Geography, Music, Mathematics, and Science to Economics and Business. Just last night 
at the East Auckland Young Enterprise awards we cleaned up; 2/3rds of all the awards were won by our students 
including the top two companies. Our top company ABS is now off to the Nationals in Wellington.  
  
Success in all of these activities underlines how diverse our curriculum is, how much we seek out authentic learning 
experience and that real learning is not limited to what can be assessed in formal examinations. 
 
In culture and The Arts we had another busy year.  The school production, ‘The Producers’, was a great success and it 
was good to see the significant increase in the number who came to see it.  Stage Challenge, Music evenings, Jazz 
Festival, KBB music, and the Culture Night were all great successes and again highlighted the amazing talents of our 
students. One of the highlights of the calendar was Arts Week with the Art exhibition, Drama and Music 
performances, and the week culminating in the Fashion and Dance show.   This Tuesday we were treated to an Art 
exhibition showing off the students’ folios – what stunning work they have produced! 
 
On the sporting front we have continued to perform at the top level in a wide range of codes. This year we had 7 
teams going to National and Regional tournaments. It was undoubtedly our most successful with the 1st XI Hockey 
capping off another great season in the Auckland premier grade by winning their tournament which gives them 
promotion to the Top ranked tournament next year. 
 
The 1st XI Football team had a great season after winning the A2 competition and surprising some of the big football 
schools in getting to the top 8 in the Auckland premier knockout competition.  The boys capped a great season off by 
winning their tournament in Christchurch. 



The Girls football team placed 3rd and all of the other teams performed very well. 
 
Rugby deserves a mention with our best ever results with the 1st XV winning the 1B plate, and two other teams 
through to the finals with the 5th grade winning their competition.  
    
Right across the sports spectrum it was a fantastic year with increased numbers of students involved and great 
results.   
                     
 At the Sports Awards evening last week it was a pleasure to be able to acknowledge so many students achieving 
outstanding success, representing the college, the region and New Zealand. 
 
As important as success in NCEA and in co-curricular activities are, and as important it is to celebrate the successes, 
they are the icing on the cake.  It’s the foundation they are built on that allows them to happen which is the real 
highlight that we need to acknowledge and celebrate and that is the culture of the college and the quality of the 
teaching and learning that happen.   
 
The efforts of your teachers to continually challenge themselves to be innovative have earned us a reputation as a 
forward-thinking, future focused school.  Little wonder that as a school we have become a bit of an educational 
tourist destination;  we seem to continually have groups of teachers and principals wanting to come and see what 
we are doing. 
 
Just this week a group of UK principals visited us.  
 
And last week it was people filming for a MoE resource for school on e-learning, who said they wished they could 
stay for a couple of weeks there was so much to see; every time they turned around they saw more innovation. 
 
It’s not that we have the latest flash modern learning environments, what they want to see are the modern learning 
practices that your teachers use.  We are not a radical experiment, quite the contrary – a fairly conservative school in 
a conservative community with old traditional style classrooms. But what we have are teachers who are innovative 
and who are committed to effective teaching and learning that empowers you as the learner.  
 
What is happening in your classrooms is something quite special, it’s hard to explain. The closest I can come to 
succinctly describing it is the concept of Ako, which describes a teaching and learning relationship, where the 
educator is also learning from the student and where educators’ practices are informed by the latest research and 
are both deliberate and reflective. 
 
In te ao Māori, the concept of Ako means both to teach and to learn. It recognises the knowledge that both teachers 
and learners bring to learning interactions, and it acknowledges the way that new knowledge and understandings 
can grow out of shared learning experiences. The principle of Ako affirms the value of the pair and group learning 
approaches in which students interact with their peers, teacher, tasks, and resources.  
 
The learning experience you have had here will undoubtedly set you in good stead for the future.  You haven’t just 
learnt what you need to know for your upcoming exams, you have learnt how to learn. 
 
Looking ahead 
 
Our commitment to teaching and learning will remain paramount, but you will see significant physical change in the 
college. 
 
For the last 4 years we have been working on a long term development plan. It has been a long, slow process but we 
have developed an ambitious vision of what the campus will look like in 10 years. While the MoE has not officially 
signed it off, we have already started. 
 
The overall plan has the intention of providing better facilities for students, removing prefabs so we can link the 
green spaces with the school better, and improved access for the community and for students. 
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The first project was to simply open up the road frontage so everyone could see us. Some better signage next year 
will finish that project. 
 
The fields have had significant work; the latest will resolve the remaining problems on the rugby field. 
  
A small project in the Seagar(maths block) to create some flexible space and provide better access to the downstairs 
rooms was done last term. 
 
Obviously the new gym is the next project – due for completion in August 2016. 
 
Remodelling the Art block and gutting the middle of the block to create a big open area where all of the computers 
will be, so that they are more readily available for students when they need them, will be done before school starts 
next year!! 
 
Planning is already started on a big addition to Rive block; a two storey insert where the low roof area will add 5 new 
classrooms. This should be built during the 2016-17 school holidays. 
 
Other projects on the list are shelter areas, a big new carpark, additions to Rae block, and down the track, a new 
Performing Arts Centre complete with a 400 seat auditorium replacing the current hall. 
 
I am sorry it’s taken so long and you won’t get to benefit from it, but we do hope you will come back and visit, and 
hopefully keep involved in your college. 
 
On the funding front it is worth pointing out that the Government is not paying for much of the work; the majority is 
being funded by the college!!!  Obviously our international student programme is essential in getting these sorts of 
facilities but we will still need significant community contributions.  Fundraising is underway targeting the major 
charitable trusts , but we will also be looking for assistance closer to home – watch out in the next few weeks; you 
could be the proud sponsor of a brick, a seat, a basketball hoop or maybe a whole basketball court!! 
 
Bringing our focus back to here and now, and the reason we are here tonight – our students and to celebrate their 
achievements.  
 
To our prize winners, we congratulate you on your success; you fully deserve the praise and acknowledgement you 
receive tonight. We know that the results you have achieved are no accident; to achieve at this level you have had to 
work hard all year, and for each of you it is the culmination of 5 years’ hard work.  I acknowledge and applaud your 
commitment to excellence – you exemplify our motto “Reach for the Skies”. Congratulations to each and every one 
of you.  
 
Student leadership continues to be a significant strength of the school and I would like to thank our Head Students, 
Michael, Winnie, Jerry and Niane.  Being a head student is a challenging role and you can be proud of the great job 
you have done. You have provided real leadership in the college. 
 
I would also like to acknowledge and thank the many students who have been involved in the various student 
councils.  In particular, the leaders of councils, the house leaders, the peer support leaders and the coaches of 
numerous sports teams; you have all led your teams well and your leadership has had an extremely positive 
influence on the Pakuranga College community.  
 
As Year 13 students you have grown accustomed to having amazing, dedicated teachers who genuinely care about 
you as an individual and as you move off to University next year you will quickly start to really appreciate how much 
they have done for you.  I would encourage you to take a moment over the next few days and say thank you to those 
staff who have been so influential in your development as they have guided you from shy, awkward Year 9s, to the 
confident, articulate young adults you are today.  
  



 
 
The success we experience as a college is due to a lot of people and I would like to acknowledge and thank them. 
 
 First, our students – Your secondary school journey is coming to an end and your focus is shifting to the next exciting 
chapter in your life. Each and every one of you has contributed in your own way to the college; we thank you for 
getting involved, making a difference and for the partnership we have shared over the last 5 years.   We wish you all 
the best in the next step in your journey.  We know that you leave here with the skill, attitude and values to succeed 
in any endeavour; our last piece of advice is to dare to dream and to dream big. 
 
To our support staff, I would like to publicly thank you for the many hours you have put into making this year so 
successful – without your work the school would very quickly grind to a halt.   Thank you for all that you do for the 
college and our students.  A special thank you to Mrs Ross, my PA, for the countless hours of unseen work and for 
her support. 
 
I would like to thank Mr Middleton and  Board of Trustees for stepping up to the challenge and the work you do in 
providing direction and your support for the staff; we appreciate your commitment to the college. 
 
To the senior leadership team, I would also like to acknowledge the work you have done.  It is your drive and 
commitment that continues to move the school forward. 
 
To the teaching staff, thank you for another great year.  I think you have done a tremendous job and I commend you 
on the way you have continued to embrace professional learning.  It is through your attitude and hard work that we 
continue to be a leader in education. 
 
To the parents, thank you for your support, your willingness to come to meetings and events, and for helping coach 
so many of our teams. We have truly enjoyed our partnership with you. 
 
 It is through the collective efforts of everyone that we make Pakuranga College such as successful, dynamic learning 
community. Once again, thank you to everyone for your contribution in making Pakuranga College such an 
exceptional forward-thinking, future-focused learning community.   
 
No reira      
Tena Koutou       Tena Koutou         Tena Tataou  Katoa  


