
My name is Eddie Boysen, doesn’t sound too Samoan but if I say Eteuati Boysen it makes a little 

more sense.   

Wow, back to my old stomping ground. It’s been a while since I’ve been back here  

My last year at PAK was in 1990 as a 7th former (year 13), so I started at this school around 30 years 

ago (man am I starting to feel really old).  

I remember, getting the odd sports award up here, singing in a band, and of course being awarded 

the deputy head boy title.   

It’s a privilege to have my name up there forever as a part of the school’s history.  It was a great 

achievement for me and for our family, especially as only 2 years previous my cousin George 

Matalavea was awarded head boy.   

So our families were extremely proud, in a school with a strong palangi presence, it was awesome to 

see two brown faces had made it.  

But I know for me it’s something I really never set out as an earl goal, like one day I will be head boy, 

however near my last year the opportunity presented itself and I took it.  And I’ll raise this 

‘opportunity presenting itself stuff’ as I go on. 

And just so you guys know, in case you fall asleep during my speech, the moral to this story is the 

same as in Kung Fu panda, for success in anything “there is no secret ingredient”, it is you and you 

alone that determines if you are the Dragon Warrior. 

So I’m here to tell you a little bit about my journey.  So where do I start… 

My parents were among the wave of Samoans to migrate to NZ back in the 60’s, but we were one of 

the first Samoan families, with our cousins the Matalavea’s to move to Pakuranga.  It was a key 

decision of our parents to not only raise us in a palangi suburb but to speak only English to us.  There 

is a whole generation of NZ born Samoans who do not know the language because of the decision of 

their parents to better prepare their children in an English speaking society. 

It’s a little sad to think this was our parent’s way of getting us ahead in life, when we know how 

much of an advantage it would have been to have the ability to speak two languages.  But it 

understandable to why they did it.  They did this so opportunities could start to present themselves 

for their children.  

So I encourage you as young people to learn your language.  I haven’t given up, I will still learn my 

Samoan language. 

Back then it was quite the normal thing in the Samoan circle for parents to have more than one job, 

go to church and to sacrifice a lot of their time so their kids could go to school and so we had wheat 

bix on the table.  Again they did this so opportunities could start to present themselves for their 

children. 

 

 



I am a big believer in family Evolution and understanding your role as a child and as a parent.  

It’s a parent’s job to make their child better than they were and it’s the child’s job to learn as much 

as they can from their parents.  That’s evolution; otherwise we may as well go back to being 

monkeys.  

As a young Samoan growing up in Pakuranga it was great, we grew up and played with our palangi 

neighbours and at times you could easily forget you were of a different culture.  Until the odd 

occasion at school you know; 

 Standing there at school with you friends and then you hear this …kissing sound from a 

distance, and then a ‘sau e’, my friends would wonder what that strange noise was.  There 

was plenty of explaining needed to be given to others.  

 Or when we use to get dropped off in the morning and mum would look at us as ask if we 

washed our face, you learnt to say yes but she would still start the licking process. 

 School photos, it wasn’t that I was the only brown face but that I had an afro, man they 

came back to haunt me when Facebook came online.  

 

It was a difficult time when I think about my identity growing up.  The difficulty was I didn’t really 

understand where to fit in.  In Pakuranga we were Samoan’s, but in the wider Samoan family circle, 

we were English speaking from Pakuranga.  It is one thing to have brown skin, but another to 

understand the heritage of that brown skin.   

We never had a Pasifika group when I was at Pakuranga College, so it’s pleasing to see this is alive 

and well.  I encourage and challenge you to keep growing this circle and bringing other Pasifika 

students along. 

If I think about the time that I spent at Pak College, it’s clear to me that the foundation of where I am 

today was built and refined back then.   

What help me create my future opportunities?  

Two things spring to mind.    

Involvement & surprising yourself. 

Involvement 

I was involved in a lot of things at Pak College, played heaps of sports.  Senior basketball – became 

captain, First 11 hockey team, Soccer for a time, played cricket, fist 15 rugby in my senior year 

because that’s what all the girls watched.  I also did cycling time trials and triathlons.   

So the famous Cameron Brown who won his 12th Taupo Iron man this year.   

Not many people know that Cameron and I started triathlons together – I try and tell as much 

people as possible, that yes its true if I stuck at triathlons I probably would have been known as the 

only Samoan that could have beaten him, actually I would have been the only Samoan to go that far 

in the water without a canoe.   



I wasn’t just into sports, I got involved in a couple of drama productions, I joined the lighting crew 

for drama’s and also singer in the high school band. 

So how did all this stuff help with me and where I am today?   

Going forward into the big wide world – it’s all about people, how you interact and deal with people, 

your understanding of different groups of people and your respect of people.     

Being involved in all those different areas at Pakuranga College, I didn’t just have one circle of 

friends, but I was involved with many other circles of people.  Drama, rock band, sports and 

academic. 

Give different things a go, this is the time that you can.  There is no other time in your life where you 

can try so many different things and get involve with different people, and have so much fun doing 

it.  Try something you have never done before, my friends and I as a group decided to give the 

school production ago and then supported each other through it.  And it was awesome. 

For me, it built on my confidence in interacting with people from different cultures and to the point 

where I am today with corporate professionals. 

 

Surprise yourself – self improvement 

Hands up how many of you play sport? 

How many of you play because you just want to win? 

When I look at my involvement in the likes of sport, and when I really think about the drive behind it, 

I never really played to only win, but I also wasn’t there to make up numbers. 

Let me ask you this, Show of hands, in playing your sport how many of you have lost?   

Show of hands, how many of you after losing come back the next week? 

So why don’t you just give up once you’ve lost?   

Is it like lotto, do you just turn up the following week in the hope that you might win?   

No, every week you turn up with a little bit more experience than what you had the previous week.  

The losing makes you hone your skills, work on a certain part of you game, do something a little 

different than what you did the week before. 

So when I talk about I never really played to win, winning is an opportunity that presents itself 

because of your self-improvement.  You can play out of your skin, still lose but think that was one of 

the best games you’ve played, also you can win and think that was one of the worst games you’ve 

played.   

It’s this self-improvement process that was the makings of my ‘dragon warrior’.  



The first step for me for self-improvement was to surprise myself…to me this was the first step 

before challenging myself.   

What’s the difference?  Challenging yourself you have goals and you aim to achieve them, so you 

have a target and if you miss it, well you may have failed.  Surprising yourself was a different 

approach I set for myself.  Instead of saying to myself this is my goal, I would say, what would 

happen if I just did this, how far can I go? 

Mentally at that age, I wasn’t setting myself up for the possibility of failure but stretching myself to 

see how far I could go.  

I remember playing point guard in basketball, a goal might have been I want to score 20 points in a 

game.  And the ‘surprising myself’ was, what would happen if I could crossover dribble, and dribble 

behind the back.  So lots of courtyard practice just for these two moves. When I was able to pull it 

off in a game I just remember saying to myself, wow it worked.  And that’s what I mean about 

surprise yourself. 

The funny thing was, that goal of 20 points presented itself more often than not. 

So for me, sports was all about the self-improvement process of every week doing something better 

than how you did it the week before.   

If winning is a result of you doing something better than your opponent.   

Then self-growth and inner strength is a result of you doing something better than you did before.  It 

was this ‘surprise yourself’ approach that prepared me and allowed me to really start to set my 

future challenges.  

For me early on I thought if I can surprise myself in my sports what about having the same approach 

with my subjects.  I started to think, ‘hum can this work for my studies as well?’   

So I recall a music test in forth form, year 10?  I didn’t really like music that much and my grades 

were around 50%.  So same approach, what would happen if I studied a little more than usual, which 

actually meant, what would happen if I studied?   

And guess what, that’s right I didn’t get the top grade.  So the results came back and they were read 

to the class, one guy who was expected to get the highest grade still got it, something like 90%, 

another girl got something like 79%, but then I was the next one at 75%, so I not only surprised 

myself but my teacher at that point too, to the point it was almost embarrassing.   

I hadn’t set a goal like I want to be the best in the class. I set a surprise trap and wondered what 

would happen if I do this.  Oh it does go the other way as well, if you say ‘If I don’t do anything, what 

would happen’.  I can tell you what will happen, you will get a big surprise alright, generally from 

your parents maybe in the form of a flying jandal!!  Na I’m sure they don’t do that anymore. 

After a while of going through the ‘surprising yourself’ process, it just becomes a little easier and you 

start to set stretch out further.   



Never underestimate how much you can surprise yourself.  It was the most powerful tool for me in 

building my self-strength and self-belief. 

 

My Journey in a few minutes 

When I left Pak College I attended Auckland University and completed an Engineering Science 

degree. First in my family to graduate from university. 

So what is Engineering Science.  You basically take all the tough maths from each of the engineering 

disciplines like Electrical, Mechanical, Civil, Chem & Materials, Biomechanics, through them into a 

bag and call it Engineering Science.   

It is amazing what engineering you see around every day without really knowing it.    

 The news weather report – modelling program created using maths to predict weather 

patterns 

 Artificial limb design – biomedical modelling to understand the stresses on bones and create 

prosthetics. 

 Effects of wind on buildings – pre modelling of wind effects around the sky city so it can be 

built structurally sound 

 America’s cup boat design – water flow around a keel, foil. Stress that goes on the boat 

 Whale tale and scoop on a car – force pushes the car down. Wing design for formular 1 

Once you see the real life examples of where these sciences occur, it’s much more exciting. 

My Engineering Science degree didn’t just give me a piece of paper saying this is what I have 

achieved but it also provides key evidence to my future employers that 

 I understand how to learn and at a more intense level – means I can adapt to different 

situations   

 I have spent years understanding methods and using tools to solve problems    

Whatever studies you choose to take, whether it’s a degree or technical, or a building apprentice 

know that there is more to it than just a piece of paper for completing a specific course, 

understanding this can help set you out from the rest.  You are equipped to do much more with the 

skills and understanding of learning. 

My first job was a product design engineer at F&P Healthcare, where I completed product designs 

using 3D engineering software.  An opportunity became available for a software programmer which I 

jumped at and moved into software programming where I was part of the team designing their 

automated production lines and robotics. 

Taking this software programming opportunity led me to the building automation industry for my 

next job a few years later.   A position as sales engineer opportunity popped up and I was asked to 

apply for it.  While working as a sales engineer I completed further tertiary studies at Auckland Uni in 

marketing and business management.   



In 2002 the corporate company I was working for restructured and asked a few of us if we would like 

to begin a new company venture.  Back then we started with 5 people.  Today I am the sales 

manager and owner of that company called Building Technologies Limited, we have a staff of 34 and 

are one of the largest Building Automation companies in New Zealand. 

Some of our projects include; 

Eden Park, North Harbour Stadium, University of Auckland, Westfield malls, Farmers Shops and a 

whole lot of others including schools.  Our company provides smart building automation solutions to 

these where we control the lighting air conditioning and use smart hand held devices to monitor and 

control them. 

My path so far was not because I was waiting for that one win, just as it was back when I was at 

school and playing sports.  The opportunities only presented themselves because I was able to keep 

improving no matter how small it was, doing something different and respecting the people around 

me, all those things I began doing when I was back at school. 

For all of you, the opportunities will present themselves if you prepare yourself, and you continue to 

evolve.  Basically if you sit on your butt, all you will end up with is a sore butt.  My aunty would say 

aim for the stars and you might hit the top of the coconut tree. 

 So in closing; 

 Opportunities will present themselves to you if you prepare, but it is up to you to take that 

opportunity 

 Always respect people, they are a key part to your success. 

 Start to Surprise yourself, and know that there is no secret ingredient, it’s you. 

Thank you. 

 

 


