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Dear Parents / Caregivers 
 
Last Thursday morning we hosted our term 3 Achievers’ Breakfast.  These events are an opportunity for us to take time out 
of the busy schedule and celebrate the achievements of some of our students.  Staff are invited to nominate students for 
academic, sporting, cultural and leadership achievements.  The only disappointing thing is that I can pick only a small number 
of students when there are so many achieving at such a high levels in every aspect of school life. 

This time I selected a range of students who have excelled in school leadership, academic achievements and sport.  
Congratulations to them all. 
 
Back row:  Cameron Jago, Ailie McNaughton, Leah Siljeur, 
Skye Bowden, Stuart Upjohn, Tapea Duckworth, Tevita Latu, 
Georgia-May Jensen and our guest speaker, Lisa Jacobs. 

Front row:  Georgia Wansink, Valerie Chong, Taine Jolley,  
Stuart Pearson, Sophie Richards and Mikayla Rosieur. 

Absent:  Mortaza Sahar 
 
I also think it is important to acknowledge the great job that 
our parents do.  It is the support, encouragement and 
commitment from parents that is so critical in helping our 
young people achieve and reach their full potential.  To all of 
our parents, well done, keep up the good work.  As 
teenagers, they probably won’t appreciate everything you 
do, but as they blossom into young adulthood, they will. 

Senior exams start on Tuesday 8 September through until Wednesday 16 September.  Senior students have study leave for 
this time and are expected to be using their time to prepare for examinations. 
 
This week is Winter Tournament week.  We have had six teams competing at venues around the North Island.  It was good to 
see some positive coverage on television on Tuesday night (and good to see our Netball team!!). 
 
Results to date: 
Boys’ Football  Champions! – Dale Phillips was the MVP for the tournament and won the “Golden Boot” Award 
Girls’ Football  Top of their pool; after a narrow loss on the semifinals they have placed 3rd today. 
Netball   5 wins/2 losses; playing off for 17th to 20th place in a competition of 36 teams 
Boys’ Hockey  Playing in the final today and have secured promotion to the top ranking tournament next year. 
Girls’ Hockey   Have had some hard fought games in a tough pool; they have placed 9th today. 
Boys’ Basketball    Have had some great wins and narrowly missed the top 6. 
 
Congratulations everyone on a great week. 
 
Michael Williams 
Principal 
 

 
Please be advised that during the school exams (8-16 September) all Years 9 and 10 students will be released from school at 
3.00pm.   
On the front page of Paknet - http://moodle.pakuranga.school.nz/ you will find our latest timetable/bell times for this 
period. 
 

 



2015 NZCER SECONDARY NATIONAL SURVEY 
We’ve already had a great response to the 2015 NZCER Secondary National Survey.  Thanks to everyone who has already 
completed a survey and to those who have been in contact with us.  It’s not too late to return completed surveys. 

The New Zealand Council for Educational Research (NZCER) regularly surveys people in schools to get a national picture of 
what is happening in our secondary schools and what is changing. Parent and whānau experiences are part of this national 
picture. During August, questionnaires have been sent to a random sample of parents and whānau from our school 
community. If you are one of the parents and whānau to receive a questionnaire, please take a few minutes to share your 
thoughts, and return your survey to NZCER by 15 September.  

If anyone has any queries about the survey, please contact Rachael Kearns by email: nationalsurvey@nzcer.org.nz or by 
phone: (04) 802 1430. 
 

CHINESE HOMESTAY FAMILIES NEEDED 
We are looking for kind and supportive homestay 
families for our Chinese international students. 
Families should be able to speak both Chinese and 
English well.  Students need to be provided with 
three meals a day, including weekends and 
holidays, and should be cared for in the home like a 
son or daughter. The school pays families $250:00 a 
week to care for our students.  If you are interested 
in learning more about this, please contact our 

Homestay Co-ordinator Mrs Cathy Hinton (梁小姐) chinton@pakuranga.school.nz or phone her on 027 886 3788 during 
school hours. 
 
 

 
SUPPORT THESE SUSTAINABILITY CHAMPIONS 
Michael Jessup and Clinton Qin, two students from Pakuranga College,  have made a video documenting their journey 
through the ‘Turn All The Lights Off’ campaign, and entered this video into Television for the Environment’s Global Youth 
Video on Climate Change, where it was shortlisted as one of the top 24 videos worldwide. 

The video with the most views by 17 September will win an all-expenses paid trip to the Paris climate summit later this year, 
so at the moment they’re trying to get all the views that they can. If you are able to share this video link with your networks, 
that would be amazing.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mz51Lqc6ODc  
 

 
 
The Whakapiki Ake Project (WAP) 
7 Pakuranga College Students from Whānau Tutor Group attended 
the University of Auckland Health Science evening for Māori 
students and Whānau on Monday August 24 2015.  The Whakapiki 
Ake Project (WAP) promotes and recruits Māori students into 
Health Sciences. 

The main message of the evening for students from Year 9 to 11 is 
“Take Science and Maths and keep your options open”.  Māori 
students interested in learning more should register online 
https://www.fmhs.auckland.ac.nz/en/faculty/tkhm/vision-20-
20/whakapiki-ake.html. 

The students who attended enjoyed the evening and are making 
some thoughtful decisions about what they are going to study next 
year.  
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2015 AUSTRALIAN MATHEMATICS COMPETITION  
A large number of students across Australia, New Zealand and the Pacific enter the Australian Mathematics Competition each 
year. Students answer a set of 30 problems which get progressively more difficult until the end, when they are challenging to 
the most gifted students.  

Congratulations to Songyan Teng and Samuel Chen for receiving a prize in this years’ AMC Competition. A prize is awarded to 
only 1 in 300 students in a year group.  
Two students were awarded High Distinctions, 9 received Distinctions and 24 were awarded Credit certificates.  
 
 
UPCOMING SPORT 
Secondary Schools Swimming Champs are next week from the 11 – 13 September.  We have 5 swimmers competing:  
Phoebe Harris, Tyron Henry, Yulia Pechorina,  Rocky Mulinuu  and Rhynhardt Van Oordt 

Good luck to all swimmers and thanks to parents who are involved with and looking after competitors. 

We look forward to seeing the results. 
 
TOURNAMENT WEEK NEWS 
1st XI Girls’ Football spent the week in Hamilton and have had a great tournament.  The team have adjusted well to having a 
new coach only a couple of weeks before tournament and have all worked together to end up in third place out of twenty-
four teams.  The girls played amazingly and focussed on the game throughout the week. Thank you to coach; Mrs Michelle 
Perkins, for slipping into the coaching role so easily and leading the girls through a great tournament.  Mr Stephen Jupp took 
on being the manager of the team this year and has done a great job keeping the team together and doing all the behind-
the-scenes work.  
 
1st XI Boys’ Football team travelled to Christchurch as a band of brothers. The rain and cold didn't stop them from 
impressing everyone with their attractive football and positive team spirit. Sean Nevines scored the late semi-final winner to 
send the team into the final against Lincoln High School from Canterbury.  After the nail-biting final was entering the last five 
minutes, Dale Phillips scored a screaming goal, Dayle Ellis made a goal line clearance, and David Hough scored a late clincher 
to send the brothers screaming and singing and laughing to collect the trophy. Back to Auckland as champions!  
Thanks to Coach Mr Simon Tyndel for all his hard work with both the boys’ and girls’ team,; he has been a quality part of the 
programme and has helped deliver some great results. 
Assistant Coach Riyad and Manager, Mr Eric Jeffery, have both made this tournament easy with organising and looking after 
our boys amazingly. Thanks again.  
 
1st XI Girls’ Hockey    This year the girls played in the Rosemary O’Brien Cup Tournament down in Wellington.  Unfortunately 
a narrow 1-0 loss to St Mary's Wellington put the team out of the top 8, however, strong wins over Kuranui (3-0), Dannevirke 
(4-1), and Taradale (2-1) gave the girls a 9th place finish. 
Big thanks to Mrs Gina Pedersen for doing such a great job of managing the team, and also to the four departing year 
thirteen students (Ciara Smith, Kelly Forrest, Stella Twigley and Captain, Sophie Richards) for all you have done for the team 
over a number of years. 
Congratulations and well done to Coach, Mr Allistair Williamson, for a very strong and challenging season; he has done a 
great job with the girls not only for tournament but throughout the year.  
 
1st XI Boys’ Hockey have been playing in the Founders Cup Tournament in Palmerton North.  The boys played Hillcrest in the 
finals today winning 2-1 and in doing so have gained promotion to the Rankin/India Premier Tournament for 2016.  Awesome 
effort from the team considering weather hasn't been great for the duration of the week.  
Big congratulations to Coach, Mr Clive Daniels and Assistant Coach, Mr Matthew Dowdle, for bringing their team through a 
strong and challenging season.  
Thanks also to Ms Tracy Pearson who is the Manager of our boys’ hockey team.  Tracy not only helped in the organisation of 
her team but also for other teams which have gone out on tournament this week. 

Year 9 
Songyan Teng Prize 
Matthew Creahan High Distinction (Top 2%) 
Max Chen  High Distinction 
Cheng-Ru Yang  Distinction (Top 15%) 
Sue Lynn Leong Distinction 
Tayla Webb  Distinction 

Year 10 
Winnie Wen Distinction (Top 15%) 
Carl Taka  Distinction 
Yatai Tian Distinction 

 
Year 11 
Samuel Chen Prize 

 
Year 12 
Benny Shen Distinction (Top 25%) 
Kevin Wang Distinction 

Year 13 
Ibrahim Al-Salim Distinction (Top 25%) 
 

 



Netball The Pakuranga College Premier Netball Team arrived at tournament after an amazing season which saw them 
winning their grade at the Auckland competition. This year’s Upper North Island competition was held in Hamilton in weather 
which was constantly changing and far from ideal.  The competition sees the teams playing 10 games over five days.  Our girls 
played outstanding netball pushing themselves for every minute of every game.  A big thanks and congratulations go to 
Monique Scott and Mikayla Rosieur who have been in the team since they were juniors.  Thanks also go out to Coach, Mrs 
Sharon Hewetson and Manager, Mrs Michelle Lomberg, for being so helpful throughout, not only the tournament, but the 
whole season. They have led the tight unit of girls well! 
 
Boys’ Basketball The boys have won 2 from 4 games at Regionals in Rotorua.  One of their most challenging games was their 
third game vs former national champion,  Fraser High.  The boys were outclassed however showed great fight in the first 
quarter.  They gave Fraser their hardest game ending in the lowest point differential any opponent has had.  Good 
experience for the boys.  Tevita Latu, Tapea Duckworth and Cristian Blanque scored well against one of the best teams in NZ.   
The boys are now playing for 9th place out of 17 teams,  Well done to Coach, Josiah Maama for leading a good tournament - 
and thanks to Sione Maama who came down to support for the last few days of tournament and stepped up as assistant 
coach. Managers, Mr Ashok Kumar, Mr Jai Ram and Mr Tom Isaac have played a huge part in the organisation and enjoyment 
of the tournament – many thanks. 
 
Congratulations:     Paula Maama was chosen for the Auckland U18 Rugby Team. 
 Brad Robinson and Tyrell Green were chosen for the Auckland East U14 Rugby Team. 
 

Selection from YouDance to Secondary Colors show

 

 
The YouDance Youth Festival celebrates high quality NCEA dance choreography and performance work of dance students 
from a variety of Auckland schools and companies.   

Pakuranga College had the privilege to have 10 students perform in the 2015 YouDance Youth Dance Festival this year.  
Pakuranga College’s students opened the show with a Contemporary piece called “Free Spirit”, choreographed by Tupua 
Tigafua from the NZDC.  Devan Biddick, Holly Dragt and Kelly Hales also performed their Level 2 group choreography piece.  

Participating in this performance evening gave students the opportunity to work alongside other high achieving students 
from schools around Auckland and view a wide range of NCEA choreography and performance work to inspire and drive their 
future learning.   

Following on from YouDance, the performance of “Free Spirit” has been selected to be a part of this year’s Tempo Secondary 
Colours Show at the Q Theatre on 17 October 2015. Secondary Colours invites students from 13 to 18 years of age to present 
work of contemporary, ballet, hip-hop, jazz or fusion.  The dances performed are from a diversity of talent and reflect the 
vibrancy and athleticism of their youth.  Only a few performances from the two nights of YouDance were selected for 
Secondary Colours, so this is a fantastic achievement for our 11 dance students.  
 
SPCA Cupcake Day Triumph!!  
SPCA Cupcake Day, the Arts Council’s annual fundraiser, was held on 24 and 25 August.  
Pakuranga College students generously donated, sold and bought around 700 cupcakes. The staff also got involved this year, 
baking and buying cupcakes which were very artistic. 
Columbus Coffee, Coffee Club, Habitual Fix and Applejack donated vouchers as prizes for our competitions this year.  Thank 
you for your generosity. 

Congratulations to: 
Carley Peng winning the Instagram #SPCAPakBake competition 
Ellie Buchanan winning the Bakers’ Prize 
Shirley Li winning the Sellers’ Prize 
Namaniane Enosa winning the Facebook #SPCAPakBake competition 
Francesca Oyanedel winning the Most Baked (Arts Council) Prize (88 cupcakes) 
Mairi Macleod winning the Most Baked Prize (a whopping 70 cupcakes) 
Crystal Leung winning Students’ Most Artistic Prize 
Miss Muldrew winning the Teacher’s Most Artistic Prize 
Thank you to everyone who was involved – whether it was promoting, baking, selling, buying or organising – the Arts Council 
greatly appreciates it. The Day was a huge success, raising $1,247.60 for the SPCA. We hope to see you involved again next 
year. 

 



 
 
 
Student’s most artistic, 
Crystal Leung  
 
 
 
 
 
 Most baked in Arts Council (88) 
 Francesca Oyanedel 
 
 
 
           Teacher’s most artistic 
           Miss Muldrew 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KBB MUSIC FESTIVAL 
Following a three- day performance tour earlier in August, and the annual Ensemble Night concert the College had four 
groups represent us at the KBB Music Festival. This Festival is the largest and longest standing of its type anywhere in the 
world, with 120 groups performing across five days.  Ninety students from Pakuranga College took part as members of the 
Symphonic Band, Chamber Orchestra, Concert Band and Jazz Band.  Three of these groups earned awards for their 
performances; the Chamber Orchestra rose two categories to Bronze, the Jazz Band attained Bronze and the Concert Band 
maintained their Silver status.   The week was rounded off beautifully when six of our students (pictured) were selected to 
participate in the prestigious Honours programme, comprising three hours of rehearsals and a free public performance in the 
Holy Trinity Cathedral on Friday 21 August. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KBB Honours players Patricia Ordona, Tracy Xu, Jerry Zhang, Alec Li, Michael Jessup, Arvin Lim 


