
Dear Parents/Caregivers 

For the last two years we have been working on a long term development plan for the college.  The formal 10 year plan has 
been submitted to the Ministry of Education for approval. 

The first small project has been the work on the road frontage and the changes to Seagar block to create flexible learning 
spaces. 

Details of the next big project were released to the media this week - a new gymnasium.  The new gymnasium will double as 
an auditorium and will include two full size basketball courts, changing rooms, office, store rooms and three classrooms. 

Press release:     http://www.pakuranga.school.nz/pakuranga-college-to-build-new-gymnasium/ 

Over the next few months we hope to be able to release details of the 10 Year Development Plan as well as the smaller 
projects which will happen in the near future. 

This week we have hosted an eLearning conference and had many teachers from around Auckland attending.  The 
conference has been a good opportunity to share with our colleagues our eLearning journey.  It also served to highlight how 
lucky we are to have such capable staff leading the work at the college. 

It has been a busy time in the music department, a great evening of music.at the Winterfest show and this week many groups 
have been competing in the KBB Music Festival.  Congratulations to all involved. 
 
Michael Williams 
Principal 
 
 
JUNIOR PROGRESS REPORTS  
The Junior Progress Reports will be published to the parent portal on Friday 28 August. You will be able to access JPRs using 
your unique username and password.  You will be sent a reminder of these in an email next week. 
 
 
JUNIOR SPEECH COMPETITION 
In week 4 of this term, the English faculty ran the junior speech competition.  Each English class was represented by one or 
two of their best speakers, and competed in a series of 8 heats.  The quality of the speeches was extremely high and topics 
ranged from feminism in the modern age through to why horror films should be banned.  The winners of these heats 
received a $20 iTunes voucher and went on to compete in the finals.  The finalists were Hiyori Nakano, Ailie McNaughton, 
Creshanda Robinson, Karishma Mogrelia, in year 9 and  Amy Lu, Joseph Green, Mortaza Sahar and Carrie Hood in year 10. 
From this pool of talented speakers, Allie McNaughton and Mortaza Sahar were chosen to go through to the Eastern Zones 
competition, which was held on Wednesday night.  We are delighted to announce, that Mortaza Sahar won the year 10 
trophy, and Leah Siljeur placed third in the year 11 competition.  We are extremely proud of our young speakers and the 
continued success that we experience in this competition.  
 
 
STUDYLINK 
Funding your study:  a message from StudyLink for Year 13 students and parents. 
Students thinking about further study after they leave school have a lot of choices 
to make.  
Sussed Online is a great way to get thinking about what it will cost to live and study. 
Will it be broadband and baked beans, or dial up and dining out? Part-time job or 
parents helping? Hear from students about their experiences and the choices that 
need to be made. You’ll also find out more about StudyLink and what they do along 
the way. 
We encourage students and parents to check it out at www.studylink.govt.nz. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.pakuranga.school.nz/pakuranga-college-to-build-new-gymnasium/
http://www.studylink.govt.nz/


Last Tuesday 20 students from the Environmental Council travelled to 
Ararimu to plant trees for the Trees for Survival Project.  This project, which 
is sponsored by Pakuranga Rotary, involves growing trees from seedlings 
over the previous year and then, when they are big enough, taken to an area 
of regenerating native bush and planted. The trees provide shade cover for 
stream life, food for native birds and help prevent erosion on hillsides.  Our 
group of students and Rotarians, as well as Ms Thomas and Mr Knight, 
planted almost 1000 trees! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
CULTURAL PERFORMANCES 
During each lunch break of week 4 students from different cultural groups – Indian, 
Filipino, African, Japanese, Chinese (modern and traditional), & Kpop performed 
outside the library to show the school their cultural representations in the form of 
dances. 

 
 

 
 

BOOKWEEK 

 
22

nd

 – 28
th

 August Week 6 

 Join the lottery! Student librarians will be selling tickets for the lottery, 

students can win movie tickets and JB Hi-fi vouchers.  

 Write a book review! Anyone who writes a book review for a book in 

the library will be in the draw to win movie tickets. 

 On Friday at lunch the Student Librarians will be running a scavenger 

hunt. 

 Complete the quiz in tutor and win a treat for your tutor group. 

 
 



 
 
THEATRE SPORTS CLUB 
Theatre sports is held every Thursday lunchtime in the drama room.  It is run 
by Courtney Nels and Holly Luton; year 13 drama students.  Many students 
from different interests and backgrounds turned up today to participate in the 
various quick witted games and improv comedy.  All students are invited to 
attend, 
 
 
 

 
 
‘FINGERS OF FURY’On the 29th of July, 7 talented 
instrumentalists came together in a showcase and competition of 
musical ability in Pakuranga school's Fingers of Fury.  The 
audience could all agree that all of the competitors - both Junior 
and Senior, of which there were pianists, bass guitarists, 
guitarists and violinists - were all extremely talented. Show casing 
a variety of styles and pieces for the audiences enjoyment. After 
a tough decision, the winners of the evening were announced - in 
the Juniors, Songyan Teng on piano, and in the Seniors, Alec Li on 
violin - and both took home a cash prize of $50. Based on this 
showcase, I think it's pretty fair to say that Pakuranga College has 

extreme musical talent.  
 
WINTERFEST ENSEMBLE NIGHT 
On Tuesday 11 August the school community, parents and 
fellow students were treated to the ‘Winterfest Ensemble 
Night from the Music department. Each Band, Choir and 
Orchestra played a number of pieces ranging from traditional 
to pop music.  
Bands included; Symphonic, Jazz and oncert. Choirs included; 
Manu Pasifika Choir and Gaudeamus Choir.  
The Chamber Orchestra  played four pieces and was directed 
by Head of Music, Mike Young.  
One parent had this to say of her experience; “Of course I loved 
my son's performance, but in particular the Manu Pasifika 
Choir were truly beautiful.  The Chamber Orchestra played 
Adagio and actually did bring us to tears!  Gaudeamus Choir ... 
and Razzle Dazzle was also a lot of fun”.  
 
 
Mrs McKellar our dance teacher leaves us today to start her family and we wish her well.  Taking over from Mrs McKellar we 
welcome Ms Natalie Sangster.   



TALANOA EVENING  
Last week the Pasifika community of Pakuranga College gathered at 
the school library to enjoy Talanoa.  The theme of the evening was 
Careers with the programme being very meaningful for Pasifika 
students and their parents.  

Our guest speakers Patrick Mose (Unitech), Joshua Iosefa (Brown 
Brothers) and Sharon Hewetson (Careers) gave very motivational 
speeches. 

With cultural performances from the Tongan and Samoan groups as 
well as the Pasifika Choir the evening has some great entertainment. 
This evening was enjoyed by all; the parent’s response was quite 
overwhelming. 
 

 
 
SPORTS 
The winter sports season is coming to an end and some of our top teams have achieved highly in their grades. 
 
Rugby:  The 1st XV Boys beat Edgewater College in the 1B plate semi-final and will face Mangere College in the final this 
weekend.  This is the highest placing the team has achieved in this grade.  

 

Boys 1st XI Football – A2 Champions 2015! Congratulations to the Boys’ 1st XI Football team who won their division with 4 
games to spare.  The boys play a breathless style with skill, toughness, and pace, and have entertained in all games including 
a knockout cup quarter-final loss against Auckland Grammar School which was decided in extra time. Leading scorers are 
Ethan Adams, Dale Philips, and Sean Nevines who have each scored more than 10 goals in all competitions. The boys travel to 
Christchurch to try to win a double of league and tournament. Well done! 

Arzan Todywalla – our thoughts are with Arzan as he travels to the UK to trial with Birmingham City Football Club. Arzan 
stars for our Boys Academy team and has also laced up his boots for the 1st XI, scoring the first of many goals to come for the 
top team just before his trip overseas. Have fun and play hard, Arzan! 

 

Rhythmic Gymnastics 

On Saturday 1 August our Rhythmic Gymnastics group was placed first in the Years 9/10 age group when they competed in 
the New Zealand Secondary Schools National Championships held at the Bruce Pulman Park Gymsport and Recreation Centre 
in Papakura.  Congratulations team on a fantastic win.  

 

U17A Boys Basketball Team coached by former student and basketball player Nick Mailau have had a very successful year 
placing 1st in the Counties Manukau season undefeated.  These boys qualified for Greater Auckland and competed so well in 
playoffs beating rivals Auckland Grammar but unfortunately didn’t pass through to semi-finals.   Thanks to the constant 
support from Manager Bryan Dowdle who takes players to and from games every week. 

Player list:  Cristian Blanque, Brennan Dyson, Isaiah Henderson, Oliver Hooley, Teng Kit, Jason Mamaradlo, Jarrod Marshall, 
John Mongado, Nigel Munemo, Ininosa Obasuyi and Joshua Tayag.  

 

The Open Girls Basketball team coached by ex-student and basketball player Sione Maama assisted by another ex-student 
Ronald Tuano and managed by Mr Vinesh Gunput, achieved highly in their first year back in the Open grade since 2010. 

The team set many school firsts and recorded some historic achievements including placing 2
nd

 in Counties Manukau.  It was 
the first year the team won more than 2 games in one season within the open grade, as well as the first team to ever qualify 
for the Greater Auckland tournament.  

At Greater Auckland they JUST missed out on qualifying for the semi-final with a 1 point loss to Epsom Girls. 

The team led and played very well vs New Zealand powerhouse Westlake Girls, proving to everyone that we have a very 
talented group of girls. The tournament was rounded out with another historic victory, claiming their first greater Auckland 
win with a 3 point victory over Lynfield. 

Well done to the girls and the awesome job the coaching staff have done. 

Player list:  Danbee An, Chandra Chhouk, Esther Chiang, Eleanor Hooker, Georgia-May Jensen, Justine Langit, Tina Lavakeiaho, 
Valentina Leal, Chrystal Mana, Shania Poliko, Christine Redondo, Destiny Tavita, Lavon Tuimana, Helen Tuipoloa. 

 



Open Boys Basketball team coached by former student/Head Boy and basketball player Josiah Maama, have done it for a 
second year in a row, placing 1

st
 in Counties Manukau, qualifying for Greater Auckland which they are competing in currently. 

They made it through playoffs and are now in the semi-finals – good luck to all involved. 

The boys have had a tough but challenging season with heaps of support from the rest of the basketball programme and staff 
involved.  

They look forward to heading down to Rotorua for tournament week to face other teams from around the country and finish 
their season on a high. 

Player list: Ben Anderson, Cristian Blanque, Tristan Bulos, Shayden Chen, Tapea Duckworth, Teng Kit, Isaiah Henderson, 
Tevita Latu, Ininosa Obasuyi, Nazir Sayed, Joshua Tayag, Paula Maama, Brennan Dyson, Kobe Huang, Bilal Khalil and Nigel 
Munemo. 

 
Home Games this week 
1st XV -  1B Plate Final against Mangere  at   Pakuranga College @ 12:00pm 
1

st
 XI Football Final against Avondale at   Pakuranga College @ 10:00am 

5
th

 Grade Rugby Semi Final vs Howick College  at   Bell Park (LEP 1) @ 10:30am 
6th Grade Rugby Semi Final vs St Kents  at   St Kents  @ 10:30am 
Netball Prem 1 Final vs Onehunga High School  at   AMI Netball Courts on Court 3  @ 10:45am 

 
 
 
 
 

Naumai, Haere mai, Welcome, Come ! 
 

 

 

 Maori Whanau Hui 
 

 

All Maori students and whanau of Pakuranga College are asked to join us at our 3rd Whanau Hui of 2015.  
Come and: 

 make new connections 

 be inspired 

 get information about opportunities for Maori students from Years 9 – 13 

 enjoy entertainment 

 important kaupapa:  We want to hear from you.  Students and whanau share your thoughts and ideas 
about what it means to be successful and Maori and Pakuranga College 

 
RSVP for catering how many people are coming: 

Mr Heemi Gilbert email gil@pokuranga.school.nz 
or text Ms Pearl Sidwell 0274 766561 your name and number. 

 

Tuesday, 24 August 

7.00pm start 

 
Pakuranga College Library 

Light refreshments will be served. 

RSVP for catering 

 

 
 
 

mailto:gil@pokuranga.school.nz

