
Dear Parents/Caregivers 

Welcome back to term 3.  It is good to see everyone refreshed after a long second term. 

The highlight this week has been the Cultural Night on Thursday.  This would have to have been 
the best cultural evening I have seen at the college.  The students’ performances were 
consistently very high.  They and their tutors have obviously worked very hard to reach such a 
high level. 

The thing that really impressed on the night was the way everyone embraces and celebrates 
the diversity in the college.  To see students so proud of their culture and confident in their 
identity is wonderful to see.  Congratulations to all involved! 

Over the holiday break we were busy with property projects.  The road frontage is now finished 
including a new student access from Pakuranga Road by the Astro Turf.  We also completed a 
significant project in the Seagar block, creating new access and a great breakout learning space.  
These simple modifications to the room will really change how the space is used and provide far more flexibility for teachers 
and students.  I would encourage you to have a look next time you are at the college. 

On Saturday 1 August (9am to 12 noon) we have our Open Day.  If you have (or think about) family or friends who have 
students who will be enrolling for next year please encourage them to come along and check us out.  There will be guided 
tours of the school to see what really goes on here! 

Michael Williams 
Principal  

NCEA STUDY EVENING: Tuesday 4 August: 6:30pm, College Hall 
NCEA mock exams start in seven weeks and the real NCEA exams begin on November 9.  With this in mind Mr Bennett 
(Deputy Principal) will be presenting for one hour on Tuesday 4 August regarding how students can prepare for the NCEA 
external exams and how parents and caregivers can support students in their preparation.  Topics covered will include: 

 Time management

 Study Plans

 How to study

 Where to get resources to help

 How parents can support their children
This presentation is aimed at all those students and their families in Years 10 to 13 who are sitting external NCEA exams in 
2015. 

EXPERIENCE OF THE HOLOCAUST  
Thank you to Shmuel and Fredja Rothbard who have made a very long journey from Israel to be in New Zealand and to share 
their experience of the Holocaust. With the help of the Jewish 
Federation of New Zealand they have been travelling around the country 
visiting schools and community organisations. Our students, drawn from 
several different classes, and many of them studying the Holocaust, were 
deeply moved and engaged with Shmuel and Fredja's story of survival 
and courage, and of the many individuals who helped them 
(acknowledged by Yad-Vashem in Jerusalem as the Righteous). The 
Rothbard's story is available as a book and can be found on Amazon. For 
me hearing them talk was a powerful reminder that history is about us 
and what it means to live in civil society. Dr Martyn Davison, head of 
history.  

Students and staff with Fredja Rothbard 

NZQA FEES 
The deadline for payment of NZQA fees is 21 August 2015 – the school will not accept any payments after this date.  Please 
note that any late payments made directly to NZQA (Wellington) after 11 September will incur an additional late fee of 
$50.  Financial Assistance Application forms must be handed in to the Student Centre by the 30 June 2015. 
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Stage Challenge 2015  
Big congratulations to our Stage Challenge team who competed on Wednesday 24 June, at the Aotea Centre winning 3

rd
 

place.   Well done to all participants.  
 

The place where our expectations were exceeded 
Early in the morning of 24 June, the 
Stage Challenge crew met in the hall, 
ready to bring our all to the stage later 
that evening. Despite this early 
morning call, the atmosphere was 
already buzzing, yet no one would have 
guessed our success later that night. 
  
It was early in term one when the 
practices began. With determination, 
motivation and energy slipped into our 
back pockets, we began the many 
hours of practice that lay between the 
performance and us. Each week we 
learnt new sections, revised the 
previous and perfected the old. It was a crunch against time, but nowhere could one see a frowning face. There were smiles 
everywhere, despite the seriousness of the dance, and laughs as we made silly mistakes over and over again. Of course, we 
fixed these and, in perfect timing, the dance fell together. 
 
The plot of our performance followed two star-crossed lovers of opposing societal groups, trying to be together despite the 
resistance experienced by their society. The plot, choreography, costuming and make-up was all decided by this year’s 
excellent team of leaders which included Valerie Chong, Georgia Wansink, Devan Biddick and Ruby Clavey.  They poured their 
time and energy into bringing this year’s Stage Challenge alive and ensuring that we all had the best possible experience of 
Stage Challenge.  However, the leaders and dancers alone could not pull this off. Often unnoticed but not within our crew 
was the amazing work done by the people working behind the scenes, which included our make-up artists, video assistant, 
lighting crew, co-host and, of course, all the teachers involved, with a massive shout-out from the whole crew to our liaison 
teacher, Mrs Kilmartin. 
 
For everyone, the day was long but exciting all the same.  We firstly piled into the theatre to decide the all-important 
performing order before kicking back for the rest of the day to wait for our three on-stage dress rehearsals and our 
performance in the evening. Some of us played games or watched the other schools as they completed their dress rehearsals 
whilst others, to our shock but any teacher’s joy, did a bit of studying. Over the course of the day we passed time, creating  
memories and friendships that would never have been made otherwise until the moment we had all been waiting for arrived. 
Everyone was ready, shaking with nerves and excitement as we walked towards the stage.  However, all the nerves left as the 
music started to play. Finishing our performance, we waltzed back to the dressing room satisfied that we had performed our 
best. It took a long thirty minutes before the results were announced and the room flew into shrieks and cheers as we found 
out that we had placed third; the best our college has done yet. 
 
Smiles all round and tears of joy running down our faces, we all couldn’t help feeling proud of what we had accomplished. 
Everyone enjoyed the experience and we all look forward to another year of Stage Challenge in 2016, so get practising and 
get excited. 
Justin Menezes 

 
 
Pakuranga College Guidance Department 
This item is to let parents know about the work of the Guidance Department.  The Guidance Department provides 
counselling services within the college and the counsellors work closely with other key staff such deans, senior management, 
careers, the nurse and teaching staff.  Talking with a counsellor at Pakuranga College is seen as a quite normal thing to do. 
The counsellors have contact with approximately 650 students each year.  The majority of students self-refer.  Others are 
referred by other school staff or parents.  Counselling is a confidential service and the counsellors abide by the New Zealand 
Association of Counsellors Code of Ethics. 

Young people face many challenges and choices and students who come to counselling will be supported and encouraged to 
find ways to grow through these experiences, as well as to find solutions or ways of coping with the issue or problem.  The 
college believes that a young person’s full educational potential is achieved only when they are feeling positive and confident 
about all aspects of their lives. 

The team of four professional counsellors are highly qualified at post-graduate level and have extensive experience in working with 
teenagers.  All of the team have previous professional backgrounds in education or health.  All of the counsellors are full members 
of the New Zealand Association of Counsellors. 

 



Parents are welcome to make contact with the counsellors for advice or to seek support for their son or daughter. 
Paul Williams (Head of Department) Phone   534 7159  extension 780 Email wlm@pakuranga.school.nz 
Aditi Satyapal    781   sat@pakuranga.school.nz  
Francis Jamieson   782  jam@pakuranga.school.nz 
Oi Tam   783  tam@pakuranga.school.nz  
 
 

    
Level 1 Drama visit the Howick Historic Village  

On Tuesday 21 July, the Level 1 drama class visited Howick Historic Village to seek 
inspiration for their performance assessment Device and perform a drama.  This 
will be open to the public to view as part of Arts Festival week from the 21 - 24 
September, week 10 of this term.  
22 students were given a task to create a performance based around a site at the 
village.  They were to use the information on the people who lived in and worked in 
the buildings such as the various types of housing, mills, school rooms, and chapel, 
courtroom and blacksmith’s place.  They researched the families and buildings that 
they chose in more depth at the site library.  Photographs were taken and recorded 
sounds inside and outside their chosen buildings.  They also made video clips as 
they tried out traditional activities like pumping water from a well.  A group of 
students commented how ‘they had a lack of resources’ compared to what we have 
now, and other students commented ‘we might write something based around the 
village well!’  The students were impressed with the friendly staff, and how 
authentic the village was. 
 
 

 

 
‘The Taming of the Shrew’ 
Unitec Shakespeare Season 2015  
Year 11 drama classes attended the Unitec Shakespeare Season of ‘The Taming of the Shrew’ 
matinee session on 12 June.  The play was performed by students of the Unitec acting 
programme.  Our drama students enjoyed wit and physical comedy, set in a time when 
‘international relations are eschewed for ribald mockery’.  The riddling language and 
humorous games between politics and attraction held the students attention and interest. The 
play was directed by a father and son duo, Paul and Calum Gittins.  All Year 11 drama students 
attend a Shakespearean Performance annually at the Unitec Theatre in Mt Albert. 

 
 
SPCA Cup Cake Day 24 August  
All bakers will have their first meeting at interval on Monday 10 August in the drama room. All those who 
have previously signed up please attend. 
 

 

SPORTS DEPARTMENT 

BASKETBALL 
Open Girls have qualified for the Greater Auckland Championship after a strong season in the Counties Manukau open 
division. 
U17A Boys have also progressed after winning their quarter-final game against Macleans 47-34. They will face Botany in the 
Semi Final next week. 
Open Boys are poised to qualify for the Greater Auckland Championship. They face Howick next Friday afternoon at 
Pakuranga College at 4:30pm. 
Tapea Duckworth is currently in Las Vegas representing New Zealand Storm Development. 
Teng Kit set a new record at Basketball Nationals representing Auckland Counties Manukau sinking 10 from 11, 3 pointers for 
a total of 41 points making him the 5

th
 leading scorer at the Nationals Tournament. 

HOCKEY  
1

st
 XI Boys had a narrow loss to Westlake 1

st
 XI boys in a competitive super city game this week. The boys should be proud of 

their efforts against the number 2 ranked team in the country. The boys were fortunate to be involved in a holiday coaching 
programme where they were coached by Black Sticks, Blair Tarrant, Hugo Inglis and Kane Russell. 
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FOOTBALL 
Boys Football are top of the A2 grade, 9 points clear of their nearest rival with a game in hand. The team coached by Simon 
Tyndel is on course to win promotion to A1 for next season. 

NETBALL  
Prem 1 team are currently at the top of their grade and are looking good for 2015 Upper North Island Secondary Schools 
Netball competition. 

HOME GAMES THIS WEEKEND (other draws available on Sports Website). 
1

st
 XI Football boys are playing Western Springs at 10:00am 

Academy boy’s football takes on Parnell at 9:00am 
1XV Rugby boys’ vs One Tree Hill at 12:00pm 
 
 

Cultural Evening – Thursday 23 July 
 

 


