
Dear Parents/Caregivers 

We are delighted to welcome our two new Deputy Principals to the college – Mrs Nicola Jacobsen who joins us from Botany 
Downs Secondary School where she was Head of English, and Mr David Oliver who joins us from Epsom Girls Grammar 
School where he was Head of Science. 

The staff are currently starting work on reports for all students.  The reports will be issued on 12 June for the junior students 
and 19 June for the senior students.  There will be a follow up with parent interviews on 24 June and 30 June. 

However, I would strongly suggest that you don’t wait for the reports to have a conversation with your child about how 
school is going.  For senior students, it is an easier conversation, e.g.: 

 “How many NCEA credits have you got so far?” 

 “How many Merits/Excellences?” 

 “What assessments are coming up?” 

If all you are getting are the usual teenager responses of a shrug of the shoulder and ‘don’t know’, keep pushing – go on to 
the Parent Portal and have a look. 

The big job for parents is to keep their children focused on their goals for the year.  We are here to help; contact the tutor or 
dean if you need help. 

For junior students, questions about “what are you doing in class?”; “what did you get in the assessment?”; “when is the next  
assessment/assignment?” will let you know if they are engaged in their learning.  Get your child to predict what the report 
will say. 
 
 
Uniform 
The uniform standard has generally been very good this year, but as we move into the colder winter weather there is a 
temptation for the students to slip.  Students are not to wear non-regulation jerseys and jackets, or t-shirts under their 
uniforms.  The regulation uniform has a very warm jersey and jacket.  If students need extra layers, singlets that cannot be 
seen can be worn. 
 
I have instructed the deans to confiscate incorrect uniform items which will be returned at a later date.  Unfortunately, 
simply asking students to take the item/s off and put them away sometimes is interpreted by students as “take it off until I’m 
around the corner, then put it back on!” 
Other reminders: 

 Socks are long socks to be worn pulled up (they are not ankle socks, girls). 

 Skirts should be to the knee; don’t roll them up.  Parents, please don’t shorten them. 
See the uniform guide below just in case you aren’t sure about the requirements. 
 
 
Michael Williams 
Principal 
 
 
HELP UNDERSTANDING NCEA 
Last year NZQA introduced an App that contains clear and succinct information about NCEA. The NCEA Guide App includes 
plenty of useful advice about NCEA. The App was developed to help parents and employers better understand NCEA and is 
available in English and Te Reo. Importantly, parents and whanau can get information about how they can support family 
members studying towards gaining their secondary school qualification.  

Another recently updated digital resource is also available on the NZQA website. The How NCEA Works video is a popular 
animation that provides basic information about NCEA and is particularly useful as an initial overview for parents and 
students new to secondary school.  The video can be viewed in various Pasifika languages, and it can also be downloaded. 

To help clarify information about University Entrance (UE), NZQA have put details in one place on their website. By visiting 
www.nzqa.govt.nz/UE you and your children can find out more about the minimum requirements, approved subjects, and 
background to the changes implemented in 2014. 
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http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/qualifications-standards/qualifications/ncea/understanding-ncea/mobile-app/
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/qualifications-standards/qualifications/ncea/understanding-ncea/how-ncea-works/video/
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/UE


 
NCEA FEES and FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 2015 

Parents and caregivers will see on their school accounts, NCEA fees for 2015.  In the next few weeks a separate invoice for 
NCEA fees will be sent to all parents and caregivers. These fees are paid directly to NZQA in order to manage the assessment 
process.  If a student does not pay their NCEA fees then they will not receive their NCEA results, record of achievement or 
certificates.  The current NCEA fees for the year are $76.70 plus $30 for each scholarship subject. 

NZQA provide financial assistance to those families with low incomes in order to pay the NCEA fees.  Click on the link below 
to see if you are eligible: 

http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/about-us/publications/newsletters-and-circulars/assessment-matters/fees-and-financial-
assistance-for-2015/ 

Click on this link below, print and complete the form in order to apply for financial assistance: 

http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/assets/qualifications-and-standards/qualifications/ncea/Application-For-Financial-Assistance.pdf 

Return completed forms, together with the required evidence and reduced payment, to the Student Centre by June 30 2015. 

Paper copies of the form are also available from the Student Centre. 
 
 
WINTER UNIFORM 
Over the next few weeks we will be keeping a watchful eye on uniforms. We would appreciate parents and caregivers 
checking the following aspects of students’ uniform: 

 Girls’ Stockings/Socks Girls must wear knee-high or over the knee regulation ink socks or opaque black 
 pantyhose 
 NOTE:  ANKLE SOCKS ARE NOT PERMITTED. 

 Cardigan or Jersey Either can be worn.  Regulation mallard/ink blend with Pegasus motif 

 Jackets Students may wear a raincoat to school, but no other jackets 
 Students wanting to wear a jacket must wear the school jacket 

 Hoodies and Sweatshirts Students may not wear hoodies or sweatshirts – above or under their uniform 

 Beanies, etc. Students are not allowed to wear these to, at or from school 

 Scarfs  Regulation ink wool with mallard stripe or plain black 

 
 
HEALTH CENTRE 
Could all parents/caregivers please ensure contact details, (including all phone numbers), are correct and up-to-date. It is 
important that our records are kept up-to-date with any changes to your address, phone number or your child’s health issues.  
It is most important that we have the correct information and you are able to be contacted in the case of an emergency.   
All medications for students that are required to be held in the Health Centre must be handed in to the Health Centre nurse. 
 
 
MUSIC DEPARTMENT SWINGS INTO TERM TWO 
Last Friday the Music Department kicked off the annual 
“Classics@12” series hosted by the Uxbridge Arts Centre.  The 
concert series runs over five weeks and features five local high 
schools. Mr Young took along two chamber trios, the 
Gaudeamus Choir and the Chamber Orchestra.  An audience of 
around 70 were thoroughly pleased with the quality of the 
music presented, and the concert served as a great warm-up to 
the upcoming inter-school competitions and festivals. 

 

The next Music outing is in a fortnight’s time at Uxbridge’s “Big 
Bands Out East” night.  On Friday June 5, at 7:00pm this 
concert features Jazz Bands from Pakuranga, Howick, 
Edgewater and Sancta Maria Colleges.  Tickets are $10.00 and 
are selling fast; phone 535 6467 with your credit card handy. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/about-us/publications/newsletters-and-circulars/assessment-matters/fees-and-financial-assistance-for-2015/
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/about-us/publications/newsletters-and-circulars/assessment-matters/fees-and-financial-assistance-for-2015/
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/assets/qualifications-and-standards/qualifications/ncea/Application-For-Financial-Assistance.pdf


 
 
11PEO have participated in quite a few outdoor activities as 
part of their assessment, including windsurfing, paddle 
boarding and skateboarding.  This week they went to Tree 
Adventures. 

It was an exciting trip - with 10 different courses ranging from 3 
to 14 metres above the ground.  Each course has a series of fun 
and challenging activities high up in the treetops, ending with 
an exhilarating flying fox ride.  All students had a great time.’ 

 

 

 

TALANOA EVENING  
On 20

 
May Pasifika students, families and staff attended the Term 2 Talanoa night.  The theme of the evening was sharing 

motivational and inspirational stories. The guest speaker for the evening was Stephen Stahlin from Tagata Pasifika.  
Romney Korua( ex-head boy 2014) also shared his inspirational story about his first few months at AUT as an engineering 
student.  Allison Hamilton, (chairperson of Pasifika Parents Planning Committee), invited all Pasifika parents to get actively 
involved with this planning committee and share their needs and how parents would like their children to be supported at 
Pakuranga College.  
 

 
SAMOAN LANGUAGE WEEK 25

 
– 30

 
MAY 2015 

Celebrating Samoan Language week the staff were encouraged to use Samoan language 
in the classroom.    
Activities were organized for tutor groups during this week, including a Samoan mat- 
weaving competition.   
 
 

 
ECONOMICS STUDENTS REACH NATIONAL FINAL 
The Treasury Challenge is for senior economics students to find ways to put together a Briefing for the Minister of Finance. 
Students work in groups to prepare a 2000-word policy recommendation. In 2015 Pakuranga College’s Treasury Team 
included Year 13 students, Tony An, June Lin, Jaffar Al-Shammery  and Nathan Wilson. They have reached the National Final 
and will be flown to Wellington present their policies at The Treasury in late June.  

In 2015 the Challenge was to develop socially inclusive policies, tools that will help create better opportunities and more 
resources for people, family and whānau in our society who face disadvantages. The Pakuranga College team developed 
polices for including ex-criminals in society, creating better opportunities for Māori and Pacific Island Youth and a policy to 
limit the impact of investors on the Auckland housing market. The team are very excited and are already starting to prepare.  

Treasury Building, which sits just behind Parliament. 

https://www.facebook.com/jaffarrr


 
 

SHAVE FOR A CURE UPDATE – On 1 April, in the school hall at 
lunch time, Mrs Wudrich took centre stage and while music such 
as Europe’s “The Final Countdown” and Sarah Bareilles’ “Brave” 
played to a full crowd she smiled and grinned as her head was 
being shaved.  Her ponytail went to Pantene Beautiful Lengths 
and will used to make a wig which will be given, free of charge, to 
cancer sufferers in New Zealand. 
 
To date, Mrs Wudrich has raised $6,300 but is still a long way 

from her target of $10,000.  A recent Mufti Day held in March as well as the donation box located at the 
Student Centre helped to get her to this current total.  She is currently in 7

th
 place on the Leader Board for 

individuals who are fundraising money for the Leukemia and Blood Cancer New Zealand foundation.  The 
proceeds from the upcoming House Arts Challenge will be donated to this worthy cause.  Come on 
Pakuranga College let’s see if we can help Mrs Wudrich reach her goal!  If you would like to donate please 
follow 
http://my.leukaemia.net.nz/asprigofHeather 
 
 
RUGBY AT EDEN PARK 
On Friday 15 May the Pakuranga College 1

st
 XV rugby team where given the honour of playing Mount Roskill Grammar at the 

home of rugby, Eden Park.  This was part of the KFC curtain raiser programme which saw school teams playing before the 
Blues played their Super Rugby game later that evening. 

The players and management had been both nervous and excited leading up to the game with the added bonus of the game 
being recorded and screened live on the rugby channel.  Also the team we were to play had been the same team who beat us 
in the last game of the 2014 season in the semi-final of the plate competition.  

Nerves aside the boys enjoyed their new surroundings from the size of the changing rooms and training field, to the 
excitement that was playing on the manicured field of Eden Park and seeing themselves from time to time on the huge 
screens around the stadium.  With all these distractions the boys took the field completely focused on the task at hand and 
after a rousing Haka in response to Mount Roskill’s challenge the boys were determined to win. 

Early pressure was rewarded with two tries by winger Samuela Korosigasiga and a conversation from Tevita Latu to make it 
12-0 within the first 15 minutes.  Both tries where scored out wide but all the hard work had been done beforehand with line 
breaks by Tevita Latu and then strong follow up play by the forwards linking well with the backs. 

The rest of the game ebbed and flowed as Mount Roskill came back strongly at the end of the first half scoring at the corner 
flag from constant pressure on the Pakuranga line. 

Pakuranga had several line breaks and caused the opposition many headaches as the off-loading ability of both forwards and 
backs meant that the ball was constantly in play and moving favoring our greater fitness levels. However, it seemed the last 
pass needed to score was thwarted by either good defense or poor decision making.  

So when Roskill scored mid-way through the second half to close the score to 12-10 it was going to be anyone’s game in the 
last quarter of the game. Pak kept the pressure on Roskill and rarely let them out of their half which meant that the mistakes 
the Pak team produced were not punished by points as they may have been had the Mount Roskill team been closer to the 
Pak line!  

Continual desperate tackling saw the time run out for Roskill and Pakuranga had done enough to cling onto the slender 2 
point win to the joy of the coaching staff, friends and family in the stands. 
A great experience for all involved and also an awesome taster for the players to show them what they could expect if they 
aspire to work hard and perhaps make finals or representative teams in the future.  Thank you to all supporters who came 
along and cheered the boys on, and to the staff who wished the boys well leading up to the game. 
 

http://my.leukaemia.net.nz/asprigofHeather


Tree Adventures – High ropes challenge course 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Upcoming dates: 

 June  01 Queen’s Birthday 
   12 Junior IPRs Issued 
   15 & 16 Year 8 Parents Evening 
   19 Senior IPRs Issued 
             22  BoT meeting 
   24 & 30 Verbal Report Evenings 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


