
Dear Parents/Caregivers 

Last week we had the annual House Arts Challenge.  Once again it was a thoroughly enjoyable evening of performances and 
friendly, close competition between the houses.  Congratulations to the winner, Totara House. 

On Wednesday, 24 June we had the first of two parent interview evenings.  I am sure that parents who attended found it 
extremely beneficial.  The next is on Tuesday evening, 30 June.  The important thing is to use the feedback from staff to make 
changes so that better outcomes are achieved. 

This week was Leadership Week in the college.  One of the highlights is ‘Principal for a Day’ and ‘Head Student for a Day’, 
where I swap places with one of the senior students, and the Head Students swap places with junior students.  From my 
perspective it was a fun day – a chance to see the school through a student’s eyes and enjoy classes.  The ‘Principal for a Day’ 
was Esther Chiang; the ‘Head Students for a Day’ were Nethalie Seneviratne, Alan Liu, Daenah Costales and Te Haua Taua 
(see Esther’s report below). 
 
Uniform 
With the holiday break upon us it is a good time to sort out uniform problems.  Please take a few moments to check your 
child has the correct uniform, including the warmer items – jersey and jacket – and that girls are wearing the correct socks!  
NOT ankle socks! 
 
New Website  
This week we launched our new website.  The new site is responsive to devices so should work well on mobile phones, etc.  
Invariably there have been a few teething problems with broken links, etc.  Please let us know if you have any problems. 
 
Property Development 
Driving past the college you will see that we are well into the project to tidy up the Pakuranga Road frontage.  This will 
include a new pedestrian entrance by the astro turf and new bike racks. 

During the holiday break we are also working on creating a café for the senior hospitality students.  As well as this, we are 
hoping to complete a re-development of the lower floor of the Seagar block (Maths block) with new entrances and flexible 
breakout spaces off the classrooms. 

We hope to announce some other big property projects in the next few weeks, so watch this space. 
 
Michael Williams 
Principal 
 
 
PRINCIPAL FOR A DAY 
On Monday 22 June, I had the privilege of being Principal for a Day. As much as Mr Williams assured me, I still felt the 
butterflies and nerves kick in the night before, with all due reason, as first thing in the morning was a scheduled Senior 
Leadership Team or SLT meeting (all six Deputy Principals) in which I was to present my main focus for the day!  If that wasn’t 
daunting enough, it was then on to address the whole staff at staff briefing and explain my focus for the day. This focus was 
also integrated into the Year 9 assembly which I had to run with the assistance of the ‘Head Students for a Day’. The main 
focus I decided upon was Connect, one of Pakuranga College’s four core values, Strive, Connect, Reflect and Respect. How 
teachers connect with students and vice versa, how students connect with the lesson, how students connect with the wide 
range of school activities etc.  

Even with the privileges of coffee, hot chocolate and a beautiful office, when asked the best part of the day, these paled in 
comparison to what I learnt about Pakuranga College staff. With scheduled meetings with many of the Deputy Principals, 
only through these conversations did I finally get a grasp on the extensive amount of work school staff put into our 
curriculum. Just from a brief 5-10 minute conversation with the Deputy Principals I was astounded by their workload, from 
planning for their own classes to organising duty rosters, school security, staff support, student behavior, student safety, 
parent-teacher meetings, just to list a few – none of which are easy tasks. Then I got to visit classes and observe the teaching 
and learning from a different perspective. What I started to appreciate more was how much thought and work goes into 
planning each lesson.  
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What hit me most, however, was how there was a common theme throughout each conversation I had that day with various 
staff members, and that was the common goal for making Pakuranga College an environment that  promotes learning. It is 
safe to say that through this I have come to 
appreciate the school staff, from teachers through 
to support staff so much more. I had never 
thought that the day would lead me to that 
conclusion but I am not disappointed in the 
slightest.  

Although I may still continue to misspell ‘principal’, 
as ‘principle’, Pakuranga College definitely has an 
incredible one, leading an extraordinary team of 
staff. I am confident that anyone who gets this 
amazing opportunity will learn something valuable.  
For me, in my last year of College, I can say with 
absolute certainty that Pakuranga College was an 
amazing school to have attended.  

Esther Chiang ‘Principal for a Day’ and ‘Head Students for a Day’ along with Mr Williams and our current Head  Students: 
Jerry Zhang, Esther Chiang, Winnie Chau, Michael Jessup, Nethalie Seneviratne, Alan Liu,  Daenah Costales, 
Te Haua Taua, Michael Williams, Namaniane Enosa 

 
 

 
NEW SCHOOL WEBSITE 
We are delighted to announce our newly designed school website which was launched at the start of this week.  Go to 
www.pakuranga.school.nz and take a look!  We’ve aimed to create a clean, easy to navigate and mobile friendly site; 
regardless of the device that you use to view our website (desktop PC or mobile device), it will always look great!  The 
desktop site and the mobile site contain exactly the same information, but it’s presented in the most effective way 
depending on the type of device and the orientation of the device that you are using.  We are really interested to hear any 
feedback or suggestions for improvement; please email your thoughts through to Billy Merchant mht@pakuranga.school.nz  

 

 
 
SPECIAL ASSESSMENT CONDITIONS  
Every year applications are made to NZQA for students to have Special Assessment Conditions for internal and external 
assessments.  Entitlement for Special Assessment Conditions is restricted to candidates with a permanent or long-term (1) 
medical or physical condition or disability or (2) specific learning disability that directly impacts on their ability to be assessed 
fairly in assessments for National Qualifications.  

Conditions for which assistance may be granted include: dyslexia, dysgraphia, dyspraxia, illegible handwriting, Asperger’s 
syndrome, diabetes, slow processing, ADD/ADHD, chronic pain syndrome, spina-bifida, vision difficulties and colour blindness, 
Irlen Syndrome, Tourette’s, mental illness, stress and anxiety, irritable bowel, longstanding wrist/hand/arm injury, severe 
head injury, pregnancy etc. 

Special conditions include a reader, a writer, extra time, separate room, computer use, rest breaks, special examination 
papers or any combination of these.  Usually students have had this assistance from Year 9 onwards, but each year a few 
students from other year groups, who have not required help before, request assistance. 

Students in Years 10 – 13 who have not previously had Special Assessment Conditions for NCEA exams - Applications will be 
processed in Term 4 this year.  There is a vast amount of documentation required, including medical and/or psychological 
reports which takes time to organise, and in the case of Educational Psychological reports, an appointment needs to be made 
privately with a psychologist. As you can imagine, Educational Psychologists are very busy at this time of year so there is 
some urgency to get this completed.  For NCEA, Educational Psychologist’s reports need to be less than 4 years old, i.e. dated 
2013 or later.  If a report has expired, a new report is necessary by the start of Term 4 this year. 

Students in Years 11 – 13, who have previously had Special Assessment Conditions for NCEA exams this year – applications 
for 2016 will be processed in Term 1 next year.  All Educational Psychologist’s reports need to be dated 2013 or later. If a 
report has expired, a new report is necessary by the start of the academic school year 2016. 

If you think your child could be entitled to Special Assessment Conditions, or you have any questions, please contact Adriel 
Chrisp in the Optimal Learning Centre at your earliest convenience. csp@pakuranga.school.nz 
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SCHOOL FEES 
Fees statements were emailed to parents yesterday and it would be appreciated if compulsory material and sports fees are 
paid as soon as possible. 
 
 
NZQA FEES 
The deadline for payment of NZQA fees is 21 August 2015 – the school will not accept any payments after this date.  Please 
note that any late payments made directly to NZQA (Wellington) after 11 September will incur an additional late fee of 
$50.  Financial Assistance Application forms must be handed in to the Student Centre by the 30 June 2015. 
 
 
COURSE SELECTION 2016 YEARS 10, 11 AND 12 
Students in Years 10, 11, 12 will be having course selection assemblies on Thursday 2 July. 
Students will be introduced to the digital Pakuranga College Course Book, which can also be accessed by parents at: 
http://www.pakuranga.school.nz/course-selection/  
This online course book contains detailed information and videos regarding every subject offered at Pakuranga College. 
Over the holidays students should consider the subjects that they are planning to study in 2016.   
Another useful website to help plan their study pathway is Careers NZ: 
http://www.careers.govt.nz/plan-your-career/ 
Once students return to school they will make their subject choices online by clicking on the links provided in the digital 
course book.  All Years 10, 11 and 12 students must have submitted their subject choices by Monday 27 July. 
 
 
2016 APPLICATION NOW OPEN 
Students are able to apply online for University, UNITEC and MIT for 2016.   They will have provisional acceptance until they 
have met all the entry criteria for the course they are enrolling in.  After their results are received by the tertiary institutes in 
January they may then get an offer of a place in the degree or course they have applied for.  It is important to start the 
process early and check deadlines as these differ for different degrees.  Some applications require interviews, police checks, 
portfolios and references.  Students need their NSN number and IRD number when completing enrollment.  

The Careers Department is available to help with enrolments or answer any questions from students or parents. 
 
 
NEW IN TERM 3 - LUNCHTIME SUPPORT IN MATHEMATICS 
From the start of Term 3 the Mathematics Faculty is offering extra support to 
students at lunchtimes.  This is in addition to the help already available at the 
homework club on Wednesday afterschool.   Students who may be struggling with 
classwork and homework should attend.   This support will also benefit those who 
need some extra assistance to improve their grades. 
 
 
 
AUCKLAND JUNIOR HACKATHON 
Pakuranga College has three teams entered for the first Auckland Junior Hackathon. As part of the preparation for the event, 
the teams were taken to see their mentor, Greg Hoyl, at the Xero offices in Parnell. 

Ten students went with Mr Smith, and gained fascinating insights into how Cloud software is developed by large teams in 
modern development environments. Students found out about the technologies used and the processes that are followed, as 
well as a lot about the lifestyle of a developer. Many interesting questions were asked, and Greg did a wonderful job of 
satisfying their curiosity. 

To finish the experience, students went on a tour 
of the offices. They were impressed by the cool 
computers the developers use. They were even 
more impressed by the pool tables, table tennis 
tables, video games and well-stocked kitchens 
that are available to developers – certainly a 
working environment to envy! 

Overall it was an inspirational trip that has 
encouraged all the participating students to 
follow a career in software development. 
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HOUSE ARTS CHALLENGE 
Matai, Rimu, Pohutukawa, Totara, Nikau and Kauri all competed for glory in the House Arts Challenge on Wednesday 17 June 
in the School Hall.  It was packed out, and so was the talent coming from all directions competing for best band, dance, 
moving image and slam poetry!  This year two new genres were introduced – moving image and slam poetry.  
All six houses put in a stellar effort and upped the game again, proving the quality of the performances keeps getting better 
every year. This is the fifth year the school has run the House Arts Challenge. 
The outside judges not only judged their chosen speciality but also marked on other elements for all the other disciplines 
outside their own.  The evening was hosted by (4

th
 year in a row) Nathan Wilson and new to hosting, Ruby Clavey.  The 

evening ran smoothly, and as the judges deliberated on the final tallies a guest DJ entertained a hyped up audience and keen 
student mosh pit. 
A huge thank you to all the participants and the wonderful work the students, house and student leaders, Deans and the Arts 
Faculty, have done to make it the success that it was.  Especially thank you for encouraging the students to accept the 
challenge of slam poetry and moving images. After initial hesitancy at the change, the students took ownership and produced 
some standout pieces.  
It is pleasing to note an ever-rising of standards for the Arts across the school. Hopefully this will continue into next year. 
 
The results are as follows; 
Overall winner:  1

st
 – Totara 2

nd
 – Matai 3

rd
 – Kauri. 

Winner of: Band – Kauri, Moving Image – Matai, Slam Poetry – Pohutukawa, Dance – Totara 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SPORT 

Football 
Our 1

st
 XI Boys Team has had a storming season to date. They are currently in 1

st
 place in the A2 competition having won all 

games. The boys have also advanced to the top 8 of the Premier Knock Out Competition with wins over Rangitoto College 
1

st
 XI and Northcote College.  This is an amazing achievement and a first for the college. The team will face Auckland 

Grammar 1
st

 XI in the next round which will be held at Pakuranga College on Tuesday, 30
 
 June at 3.30pm. The team has 

done exceptionally well knocking over premier school teams to get to this stage of the competition. This is a huge 
opportunity for the team and for the college, so we are calling on students, staff and parents to come along to support these 
boys next Tuesday. 

Hockey 
The 1

st
 XI Boys Hockey Team has had a great start to the 2015 season. The boys competed in the Auckland Open A Grade and 

placed 3
rd

 after the round robin stage, behind Auckland Grammar and Kings College 1
st

 XI Teams. This qualified them for the 
Supercity A Grade which is the Premier competition. The boys ousted St Kents, St Peters and Sacred Heart to claim the spot 
in this prestigious competition. 

Basketball 
The basketball season is also off to a very promising start with at least 3 of our flagship teams (Open Boys, Open Girls and 
U17 A Boys) placed in the top 2 and on course for Greater Auckland qualification. One of our female players has achieved on 
a grand scale this season – Georgia-May Jensen recently competed in the women's basketball competition (WBC) finals 
tournament where she represented the Auckland Counties-Manukau Lady Hawks. At this tournament they finished 2

nd
 and 

played Otago in the final where the score was 43-67. Georgia played in the pool games against Canterbury and Otago and 
went on to play 15 minutes in the finals. She was very surprised when she was selected for this premier team, but grabbed 
the opportunity with both hands. Congratulations to Georgia.  



Gymsport 
The school rhythmic gymnastics team competed in the Auckland Secondary Schools Championships. The team members are 
Shiana Chin, Cassandra Ter Weijden, Skyla Harvey, Emily Song and Samsara Jasper. The team placed 1

st
 in the year 9-10 group 

competition. Congratulations to these girls. 

Netball 
The netball programme continues to grow, with 8 teams competing in the Auckland Competition on Saturdays and 7 teams 
competing in the Eastern competition on Wednesdays. Our Premier 1 Girls team has had a solid start to the season and is 
currently placed 1

st
 in their grade.  

Rugby 
The rugby teams are very competitive and the programme is growing, with 5 teams representing the college this year. The 1

st
 

XV Boys have had a strong showing this year. They had a great win over Mt Roskill Grammar at Eden Park, and backed that up 
with some good wins. They were the only team to beat Liston in the competition, but were very unlucky to miss out on top 8 
qualifications by 1 point!  

 

 
Upcoming dates: 
June 30 Verbal Report Evening 
July    1 Team Photos 

3 Last Day Term 2 
 


