
Dear Parents/Caregivers 
 
This week I hosted our term 2 Achievers’ Breakfast. These events are an opportunity for us to take time out of the busy 
schedule and celebrate the achievements of some of our students. Staff are invited to nominate students for academic, 
sporting, cultural and leadership achievements. The only disappointing thing is that I can pick only a small number of 
students when there are so many achieving at such a high level in every aspect of school life.  
This week I selected a range of students who have excelled in school leadership, academic achievements and sport. 
Congratulations to them all.  

Back row: Our speaker, Pakuranga College ex-
student, Paul Ashley, Justin Yeung, Nathan Wilson, 
Jaffar Al-Shammery, Aidan Garlick 

Front row: Matthew Hamilton, Daniel Tukiri, Phoebe 
Harris, Samantha Forrest, Daniel Kanon and 
Rhynhardt Van Oordt 

(Absent: Yulia Pechorina, Tyron Henry) 

I also think it is important to acknowledge the 
great job that our parents do. It is the support, 
encouragement and commitment from 
parents that is so critical in helping our young 
people achieve and reach their full potential. 
To all of our parents, well done, keep up the 
good work. As teenagers, they probably won’t 
appreciate everything you do, but as they 
blossom into young adulthood, they will.  
 
School Reports 
The staff are currently working on school reports so that they can provide feedback as to how students are progressing.  The 
Junior reports will be available on 12 June and the Senior reports on 19 June.  This is to be followed by two report evenings – 
24 June and 30 June.  Details on how to make appointments have been sent to you – see below: 
http://www.pakuranga.school.nz/upload/usermedia/files/59599/2015%20interviews%20email%20instructions%20to%20par
ents.pdf  
or 

To book interviews with your child’s teachers, follow the steps below.  
1.  Go to http://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz/code  
2.  In the green ‘Event Code’ box, type in J4G9Z and click ‘Go’.  
3.  Follow the three steps as explained on the website.  

I would strongly urge you to take up the opportunity to discuss your child’s progress with their teachers.  It is an important 
step in keeping students on track to achieve their grades for the year. 
 
Uniform – once again, thank you for supporting us in ensuring students are in the correct uniform.  I have instructed the 
deans to confiscate incorrect uniform items which will be returned at a later date. 
 
Michael Williams 
Principal 
  
 
HELP UNDERSTANDING NCEA 
Last year NZQA introduced an App that contains clear and succinct information about NCEA. The NCEA Guide App includes 
plenty of useful advice about NCEA. The App was developed to help parents and employers better understand NCEA and is 
available in English and Te Reo. Importantly, parents and whānau can get information about how they can support family 
members studying towards gaining their secondary school qualification.  
Another recently updated digital resource is also available on the NZQA website. The How NCEA Works video is a popular 
animation that provides basic information about NCEA and is particularly useful as an initial overview for parents and 
students new to secondary school.  The video can be viewed in various Pasifika languages, and it can also be downloaded. 
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To help clarify information about University Entrance (UE), NZQA have put details in one place on their website. By visiting 
www.nzqa.govt.nz/UE you and your children can find out more about the minimum requirements, approved subjects, and 
background to the changes implemented in 2014. 
 
 
NZQA FEES 
The deadline for payment of NZQA fees is 21 August 2015 – the school will not accept any payments after this date.  Please 
note that any late payments made directly to NZQA (Wellington) after 11 September will incur an additional late fee of $50. 
Financial Assistant Application forms must be handed in at the Student Centre by 30 June 2015. 
 
 
PEGASUS 
The students (and staff) have had an interesting and varied start 
to term two with many learning opportunities and interactions 
with other students as well as the wider community. Students 
from St Kentigern College, for their assessment purposes, 
engaged in numerous activities with our students including Jump 
indoor trampoline Centre, indoor rock climbing, kayaking and a 
day of various sporting codes at St Kentigern’s campus. 

Auckland University students visited our school and taught our students contemporary dance 
moves before we visited their dance studio to create our own moves.  A visit to Te Tuhi Centre 
in Pakuranga provided a great art experience for all, enabling our students enabling to showcase 
their creative side with a day-long workshop.  

Over a number of weeks we have been engaging in table tennis lessons in Epsom.  This has 
provided the students with valuable skill training in preparation for the upcoming Table Tennis 
competition which is later this year.  The students have also been getting invaluable soccer skills 
training from our own staff ready for the interschool competition in June. 

Last Friday the students were fortunate to travel to the Uxbridge 
Centre in Howick to watch the very talented Pakuranga College 
Orchestra and Choir (starring our own Jason Ou) led by Mr Young.  
Not only did this provide the students with the opportunity to 
practise their social skills when catching a public bus, but also to 
observe our students in action.  

This week the students visited Howick Historical Village as part of 
their history lessons which provided valuable hand-on experience 
for them to further develop their learning.   

 

THE ARTS 

The Zim Boys 
Roundoffs, back handsprings and front flips, are three words to describe this edge-of –
your-seat gymnastics acrobatic trio.  The Zim Boys, as they like to call themselves, are 
three guys who were born and raised in Zimbabwe.  They have been practising the art 
of gymnastics and acrobatics for over 9 years and are now sharing their passion for 
gymnastics and acrobatics with everyone. These three definitely had me and everyone 
in the audience excited to see what tricks they have up their sleeves.  Their show was 
action packed from beginning to end. 

Like I said “do these guys have any bones in their body?” 

Kauthar Eckstein  RBKW 

 
Big Bands Out East 

On Friday 5 June  the Pakuranga College Jazz Band joined with those from Howick College, 
Edgewater College and Sancta Maria College to perform “Big Bands Out East”.  A sell-out crowd of 
130 paying audience were treated to four, fine big bands and the music featured fine ensemble 
playing, solo improvisations and vocalists. The crowd were treated to high quality performance and 
were overwhelmingly supportive. At the end of the evening Mr Randell (conductor) and Mr Young 
agreed that “it is a great event, made even more so through the fact that is not a competition, just a 
celebration of our local high school talents.” 

Tuesday 9 June  saw two choirs attend the annual Choral Federation ‘Big Sing’ Competition. Two 
choirs totalling 40 students went to represent the College, and both had had an intensive lead up of 
rehearsals to get their three-part and four-part harmonies as secure as possible. The Gaudeamus 

http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/UE


Choir has competed for several years and this year again sang the full requirement of three songs of a contrasting nature, 
from English madrigal to recent popular work. A new string to Pakuranga’s diverse musical bow was the first-ever 
appearance of the Manu Pasifika Choir. They sang a medley of hymn and folk songs in different languages, followed by a 
rousing gospel chorus. All the students came back having thoroughly enjoyed the experience. We wish them all well when 
the commendations and other results are released by the adjudicators. 

**CALL FOR BAKERS** 
SPCA Cupcake Day   
24

 
August c/o ARTS Council  

Call for all bakers interested in supporting this worthy cause.  Sign up on 
Drama room door.  
Prizes for most creative Cupcake   -   and most amount of cupcakes baked  

 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL COUNCIL 
Last Thursday afternoon 10 Environmental Council students, 
Ms Thomas and our local Park Ranger, Anna Bain, set off to 
plant 400 trees by the Pakuranga Stream.  This was to help 
prevent soil erosion and create a better habitat for stream 
life by providing shade cover.  It was looking like the rain was 
going to defeat us and we still had over 200 trees to plant 
when Mr Jardine allowed the First XV rugby team to help us 
out.  We soon planted the rest of the trees without getting 
too wet.  Thanks for your help, boys. 
 
 
 
 

 
Science teacher, Gail Thomas, (second from left) received a Vocational 
Award at this year's Rotary Club Awards Ceremony held at Waipuna 
Convention Centre. Gail was given the award for her contribution to the 
Trees for Survival programme which involves collaboration between our 
Environmental Council students and Rotary Club members in growing tree 
seedlings and planting them in areas of regenerating native forest. 
 
 
 
2015 Auckland Mathematical Olympiad  
On Saturday 2 May, ten Pakuranga College 
students took part in the Mathematics Olympiad 
organised by the Department of Mathematics at 
Auckland University. Over a 2 hour period they 
competed in a challenging individual competition 
against students from other Auckland schools.  In 
the junior division Songyan Teng was placed 3

rd
 

and Ricky Huang was placed 8
th

. In the senior 
division, Samuel Chen was also placed 3

rd
 and 

Yang Dai was placed 8
th

.  Congratulations to these 
students for their outstanding results. 
 
 

Back row: Yang Dai, Nelson Song, Benny Shen, Ricky Huang, Yatai Tian and Arielle Shum 
Front row: Songyan Teng, Samuel Chen and Max Chen 

Absent: Arvin Lim 

 
 
Upcoming dates: 

June 22 Board Meeting 
 24 & 30 Verbal Report Evening 
 24 Stage Challenge 
July    1 Team Photos 

3 Last Day Term 2 

 
 



  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


